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prevent damage to water resources. 

- Transfer responsibility for planning and building policies and regulations for water and 
sanitation facilities in the OPT to the Palestinian communities.  

- Pending transfer of planning authority to the Palestinians communities, permit 
requirements must be reasonable, serve a legitimate purpose, be limited in time and be 
applied without discrimination. The management of water supplies should be undertaken in a 
manner that respect the principles of non-discrimination and the right of individuals and 
groups to participate in decision-making processes that may affect their rights to water, food, 
health, work and an adequate standard of living.  Alleged permit violations should never 
result in summary destruction of hoses, pipes, and other equipment necessary for the delivery 
of water. Under no circumstances should any individual be deprived of the minimum 
essential amount of water. 

- As a first step and pending further measures to ensure Palestinian access to an equitable 
share of the shared water resources, allow Palestinians to drill new wells and rehabilitate or 
upgrade existing wells and to access springs throughout the West Bank, including the East 
Jerusalem area, so as to ensure the realization without further delay of the water supplies for 
the Palestinians (196 MCM/Y) provided for in Schedule 10 of Article 40 of the Israeli-
Palestinian Interim Agreement on the West Bank and Gaza (the Oslo Accords) of 28 
September 1995.  

- Immediately allow the transfer of water from the West Bank to Gaza. 

-  Allow into Gaza as a matter of urgency the material and equipment necessary for the 
construction and repair of water and sanitation facilities, and the quantities of fuel necessary 
for operating these facilities, and ensure that water is never used as an instrument of political 
or economic pressure under any circumstances. 

- Lift the restrictions on the movement of Palestinians and remove the obstacles – both 
procedural and physical - currently in place, which arbitrarily deny or restrict access to the 
Palestinians to adequate water supplies and to the land where water resources are located in 
the OPT, and which hinder the implementation and delivery of water and sanitation projects 
and services. Any restrictions on movement or other security measures may only be imposed 
if they are absolutely necessary, are related to a specific security threat and are non-
discriminatory and proportionate in terms of their impact and their duration.  

- Put an immediate end to the destruction of water harvesting and storage cisterns, spring 
canals, and other water facilities, revoke all outstanding orders for demolitions and place a 
moratorium on demolitions of such facilities in [Area C of] the West Bank. 

-  Put an immediate end to policies and practices which discriminate against Palestinians 
and which confer privileged access to water for Israeli settlers in the West Bank and 
immediately halt the construction and expansion of Israeli settlements and related 
infrastructure in the West Bank, including East Jerusalem – which are unlawful under 
international law - as a first step pending the removal of the Israeli settlements from the OPT.  
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-  Halt the construction of the fence/wall and other barriers or other permanent structures 
inside the OPT which restrict or deny access to the Palestinians to water and other resources; 
remove the sections of the fence/wall that have already been constructed within the OPT, 
restore seized properties and water related infrastructure and provide reparations for land, 
property and water-related infrastructure that was seized, damaged or destroyed. 

- Ensure that any action taken in military operations in armed conflict rigorously adheres to 
the rules on the conduct of hostilities and applicable human rights law. In particular, Israeli 
forces must never deliberately attack water facilities and related infrastructure, and must 
take all necessary precautions during attacks to ensure that these and other civilian objects 
are not damaged as a result of indiscriminate or disproportionate attacks.  

- Take effective steps to prevent soldiers, settlers and companies from violating the right to 
water of Palestinian individuals and communities in the OPT.  Such steps should include full 
investigation, prosecution, and punishment of those responsible for unlawful acts. 

-  Ensure that adequate restitution and compensation are provided to those who have 
incurred damage to and loss of water facilities and other property as a result of violations by 
Israeli forces or settlers. 

- Take immediate and concrete measures to put an end to, and enforce, the prohibition on 
dumping of waste in Area C of the West Bank and in any other areas where PA law-
enforcement agents are not allowed to operate. 

-  Take concrete measures to put an end to the discharge of sewage and other wastewater 
from Israeli settlements in the OPT and allow the construction of Palestinian sewage 
treatment plants in Area C of the West Bank. 

 

TO THE PWA 

Amnesty International is calling on the PA and PWA to: 

- Take measures to maximize existing water resources, by prioritizing measures which reduce 
the unacceptably high water losses; 

- Take immediate and concrete measures to put in place the necessary oversight mechanisms 
to ensure that all water supplies under Palestinian control are rigorously monitored for quality 
so as to ensure that all the water delivered to consumers, whether through the network  or via 
mobile water tankers, is safe and complies with WHO standards; 

 - Take immediate and concrete measures to put in place and enforce regulatory mechanisms 
to put an end to the activities of unlicensed vendors who sell water from private agricultural 
wells which is not monitored for quality and which is potentially unsafe; 

- Take action against individuals who through unlicensed connections deprive their 
neighbours of water supplies;   
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- Take immediate and concrete measures to put an end to, and enforce, the prohibition on 
dumping of waste outside licensed dumps and landfills in the areas under PA jurisdiction; 

- Take concrete measures to put an end to the discharge of untreated sewage and other 
wastewater into the environment, notably by prioritizing the development of sewage collection 
networks and treatment facilities; 

- Carry out educational campaigns to raise awareness about the dangers to drinking water 
supplies and to health posed by the discharge of untreated sewage and the disposal of waste 
into the environment.  

 

TO INTERNATIONAL DONORS 

Amnesty International is calling on international donors to: 

- Take steps to improve coordination among donors so as to maximize existing resources and 
the outcome of individual projects; 

- Ensure a high level of oversight at all stages of each project to avoid mismanagement and 
malpractice; 

- Ensure transparent reporting of difficulties and obstacles, including clearly identifying the 
causes and sources of such obstacles, which delay or prevent the implementation of water 
and sanitation projects; 

- Commit to funding long-term sustainable water and sanitation infrastructure projects; 
challenge and publicly report restrictions and malpractices which delay or prevent the 
implementation of such projects; and refrain from just resorting to diverting funds to short-
term stop-gap projects instead of addressing such delays and restrictions; 

- Put in place an effective mechanism to monitor and report on activities by Israeli and 
Palestinian authorities which hinder the effective implementation and delivery of water and 
sanitation projects and services; and recommend corrective measures to be adopted by the 
concerned parties; 

-  Ensure that Israel, as the occupying power, fulfils its obligation to provide for the 
protection and welfare of the Palestinian population, and refrain from imposing sanctions 
that negatively affect the provision of water and sanitation services and other humanitarian 
assistance to the Palestinian population; 

- Ensure that any peace process includes concrete provisions that address fundamental 
human rights issues at the heart of the conflict, including Palestinian access to an equitable 
share of the shared water resources and to land, the removal of Israeli settlements from the  
OPT, the dismantling of the fence/wall and other barriers which restrict Palestinian access to 
water resources inside the OPT.   
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GLOSSARY 
Acronyms 

CEDAW Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against  
Women 

CRC  Convention on the Rights of the Child 
COGAT Coordinator of Government Activities in the Territories 
ICCPR International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
ICERD International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial  

Discrimination 
ICESCR International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 
ICJ  International Court of Justice 
ICRC International Committee of the Red Cross 
IDF  Israel Defence Force (Israeli army) 
JWC  Joint Water Committee 
JWU Jerusalem Water Undertaking 
Lpcd Litres per capita per day 
m3  Cubic metres   
MCM Millions of cubic metres 
MCM/Y Millions of cubic metres per year 
NIS  New Israeli Shekels 
OCHA Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
OPT  Occupied Palestinian Territories 
PA  Palestinian Authority 
PWA Palestinian Water Authority 
PARC Palestinian Agricultural Relief Committees 
PHG Palestinian Hydrology Group 
UNDP United Nations Development Programme 
UNEP United Nations Environment Programme 
UNRWA  United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the  

Near East  
WBWD West Bank Water Department 
WHO World Health Organization 
WWTP Wastewater treatment plant  
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ENDNOTES 
                                                      

1 The destruction was apparently a retaliatory measure, in revenge for the killing of an Israeli settler in 

the area – even though the Palestinian villagers were not involved in the killing. Also see, B’Tselem, 

Means of Expulsion: Violence, Harassment and Lawlessness Toward Palestinians in the Southern Hebron 

Hills, July 2005:   http://www.btselem.org/Download/200507_South_Mount_Hebron_Eng.pdf 

2 “Access to quality water and sanitation increasingly problematic:  The total water supply in the oPt 

declined in 2007 compared to 2006. Current water supply in the oPt is estimated at 75 litres per capita 

per day (l/c/d) - 65.3 l/c/d in the West Bank and 80.5 l/c/d in the Gaza Strip. This constitutes only half 

the international standard of 150 l/c/d.35” (UN Agencies Consolidated Appeal 2008: 

http://www.ochaopt.org/documents/CAP_2008_oPt_VOL1_SCREEN.pdf ), and “Water availability is 

scarce in the region [OPT] and present supplies barely meet the needs of the Palestinian people. 13% of 

the population do not have access to a supply of running water and many of the existing water facilities 

are dilapidated. Water quality particularly in the Gaza Strip is very poor to the extent that only 7% of the 

water supplied for domestic use meets international and World Health Organization standards”. (UNDP, 

June 2007): http://www.undp.ps/en/focusareas/engenv/engenv.html  

3 WHO Technical Note No 9 - Minimum water quantity needed for domestic use in emergencies: 

http://wedc.lboro.ac.uk/resources/who_notes/WHO_TN_09_How_much_water_is_needed.pdf 

4 See for example: http://www.kibbutz.co.il/kibbutzhotels/kalia.htm  

http://www.amana.co.il/Index.asp?ArticleID=249&CategoryID=100, 

http://go.ariel.muni.il/ariel/en/index.php?option=com_expose&Itemid=55 

5 This figure excludes the more than 200,000 Palestinian residents of East Jerusalem; though part of the 

OPT, East Jerusalem  has been annexed by Israel. For population statistics see: http://www.pcbs.gov.ps/ 

6 The PWA is part of the PA; it is the public authority responsible for managing water supplies 

7 The main donors in the water and sanitation sector in the OPT include the US, the EU and EU 

governments and UN agencies 

8 Video clip by the Israeli NGO Machsom Watch (Checkpoint Watch) filmed at the farm five months later:  

http://uk.youtube.com/watch?v=oBbae-BD53k 

9 http://www.m-s-m.org/hostel-english.htm 

10 Israel also occupied Syria’s Golan Heights, which it annexed in 1980 in violation of international law, 

and the Sinai Peninsula, which was later returned to Egypt 

11 More than 2,500,000 other Palestinian refugees live in Jordan, Syria and Lebanon 

12 The number of Israeli settlers in the OPT virtually doubled in the 1990s.  “Bypass” roads are so called 

because their purpose is to allow Israeli settlers to travel between settlements and to Israel, bypassing 

Palestinian towns and villages.  

13 Also see:  http://uk.encarta.msn.com/encyclopedia_781528316/aquifer.html  and 

http://books.google.co.uk/books?id=Mr-
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Gn3oHmhsC&pg=PA180&lpg=PA180&dq=groundwater+aquifer+definition&source=bl&ots=bykUs_Gq36

&sig=VCjjnAeW145PoFOYN9mZbMIGOdk&hl=en&ei=qwvJSvPtDeigjAeHxYQ_    

14 As detailed in the Oslo Accords (The Israeli-Palestinian Interim Agreement on the West Bank and the 

Gaza Strip); Schedule 10 for Article 40 – Data concerning Aquifers: 

http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/Peace+Process/Guide+to+the+Peace+Process/THE+ISRAELI-

PALESTINIAN+INTERIM+AGREEMENT+-+Annex+III.htm#sch-10   

15 According to the Geological Survey of Israel some 100 MCM/Y of this aquifer’s yield is fresh water, 

while the rest is saline water; see: 

http://www.gsi.gov.il/Eng/Index.asp?ArticleID=159&CategoryID=112&Page=1 

16 According to the Israeli Ministry of Environmental Protection:   “In 2001/2, 525 MCM were pumped 

from the coastal aquifer…, 49 MCM above the replenishment rate for that year”, 

http://www.environment.gov.il/bin/en.jsp?enPage=bulletin&infocus=1&enDisplay=view&enDispWhat=obje

ct&enDispWho=News%5El1694&enZone=march_bull04&enVersion=0& 

17 Israeli Ministry of Environmental Protection: 

http://www.sviva.gov.il/Enviroment/bin/en.jsp?enPage=e_BlankPage&enDisplay=view&enDispWhat=Zone&

enDispWho=Lake_Kinneret&enZone=Lake_Kinneret 

18 Israeli Central Bureau of Statistics: http://www.cbs.gov.il/shnaton60/st21_05.pdf 

http://www.cbs.gov.il/publications/haklaut07/pdf/t11a.pdf 

19 

http://www.sviva.gov.il/Enviroment/bin/en.jsp?enPage=e_BlankPage&enDisplay=view&enDispWhat=Object

&enDispWho=Articals^l2060&enZone=Quality_Water  and 

http://www.sviva.gov.il/Enviroment/bin/en.jsp?enPage=e_BlankPage&enDisplay=view&enDispWhat=Zone&

enDispWho=Lake_Kinneret&enZone=Lake_Kinneret 

20 

http://domino.un.org/unispal.nsf/3822b5e39951876a85256b6e0058a478/064d5ab9db510b6d85256

f38005c1dad!OpenDocument 

21 http://www.foeme.org/projects.php?ind=23 

22 

http://www.sviva.gov.il/Enviroment/bin/en.jsp?enPage=e_BlankPage&enDisplay=view&enDispWhat=Object

&enDispWho=Articals^l2060&enZone=Quality_Water 

23 Assessment of Restrictions on Palestinian Water Sector Development , the World Bank, April 2009,p. 

11:http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTWESTBANKGAZA/Resources/WaterRestrictionsReport18Apr200

9.pdf  

24 

http://www.sviva.gov.il/Enviroment/bin/en.jsp?enPage=e_BlankPage&enDisplay=view&enDispWhat=Object

&enDispWho=Articals^l2060&enZone=Quality_Water 

25 Assessment of Restrictions on Palestinian Water Sector Development, the World Bank, April 2009: 

http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTWESTBANKGAZA/Resources/WaterRestrictionsReport18Apr2009.p

df 
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26 Extraction includes water from both wells and springs 

27 Assessment of Restrictions on Palestinian Water Sector Development , the World Bank, April 2009, p. 

12: 

http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTWESTBANKGAZA/Resources/WaterRestrictionsReport18Apr2009.p

df 

28 The Issue of Water between Israel and the Palestinians,  Israeli Water Authority, March 2009, p.27: 

http://www.mfa.gov.il/NR/rdonlyres/71BC5337-F7C7-47B7-A8C7-

98F971CCA463/0/IsraelPalestiniansWaterIssues.pdf 

29 Losses in municipal and industrial conveyance average 34 per cent. Assessment of Restrictions on 

Palestinian Water Sector Development , The World Bank, April 2009, p.17: 

http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTWESTBANKGAZA/Resources/WaterRestrictionsReport18Apr2009.p

df 

30 Ibid  

31 Opinion differs as to the extent to which extraction inside Israel to the east of Gaza reduces the 

aquifer’s yield in Gaza and no reliable figures exist. 

32 Hydrological analysis of Wadi Gaza Wetland Area, Hydrology Study, MedWetCoast (regional United 

Nations Development Programme [UNDP]), November 2001: 

http://vinc.s.free.fr/article.php3?id_article=106 

33 The annual flow of Wadi Gaza is estimated at 20-30 MCM/Y in The flow of the Water resources in the 

Middle East: Israeli-Palestinian water issues, From conflict to cooperation, by By Hillel I. Shuval and 

Hassan Dwiek, Springer, 2007, page 21. Other estimates vary. 

34 There is no reliable figure for the number of unlicensed wells in Gaza.  Even the PA has no figures.  

There are thousands of mostly shallow wells typically producing small quantities of mostly contaminated 

water for one or several families.  

35 In Gaza, Military Orders 498 and 558 of 1974 and 1977, respectively, similarly granted all powers for 

water-related issues to the Israeli army. 

36 The WBWD was established in 1966 by Jordan under Jordanian Law No. 37  

37 B’Tselem, 2000, footnote 78:  

http://www.btselem.org/Download/200007_Thirsty_for_a_Solution_Eng.doc 

38 Developing the Occupied Territories, an investment in peace; Volume 5, Infrastructure;  The World 

Bank, September 1993 

39 See photos at: http://torahalive.com/YardenValley.htm 

40 Assessment of Restrictions on Palestinian Water Sector Development, The World Bank, April 2009: 

http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTWESTBANKGAZA/Resources/WaterRestrictionsReport18Apr2009.p

df and: The Economic Effects of Restricted Access to Land in the West Bank, The World Bank, March 

2008:http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTWESTBANKGAZA/Resources/EconomicEffectsofRestrictedAc

cesstoLandintheWestBankOct.21.08.pdf 

41 UN Secretary-General report to the UN Economic and Social Council, 7 July 1992: 
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http://unispal.un.org/UNISPAL.nsf/361eea1cc08301c485256cf600606959/b67f568df56362c08525

71250076384a?OpenDocument   

42 Testimony given to the Israeli human rights organization B’Tselem on 1 March 2009:  

http://www.btselem.org/english/testimonies/20090301_water_shortage_in_yatta_witness_fatma_zein.asp 

43 The Water Issue in the West Bank and Gaza, Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs, June 1999: 

http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/Peace+Process/Guide+to+the+Peace+Process/The+Water+Issue+in+the+West

+Bank+and+Gaza.htm 

44 The issue of ownership of water and sewage related infrastructure in the West Bank will be addressed 

in the permanent status negotiations,  Interim Agreement, Annex 3, Article 40(5) 

45 “The Palestinian Authority shall pay Mekoroth for the cost of water supplied from Israel and for the 

real expenses incurred in supplying water to the Palestinian Authority”.  Cairo Agreement of 4 May 

1994, Annex II (Protocol on Civil Affairs), Article II, 31e.    Before the establishment of the PA the 

Israeli authorities were not always able to force the Palestinian communities in the OPT to pay water 

bills, but since the PA was established the Israeli authorities withhold PA funds (notably the import tax 

which Israel collects on behalf of the PA) to pay for outstanding bills. 

46 

http://www.sviva.gov.il/bin/en.jsp?enPage=e_BlankPage&enDisplay=view&enDispWhat=Object&enDispWh

o=Articals^l2419&enZone=wat_law 

47  Supreme Court ruling, Civ. App. 535/89, Water Commissioner v. Perlmutter et al., Piskei Din 56(5) 

695-696.   

48 http://www.pwa.ps/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=51%3Awater-

law&catid=39%3Alaw 

49 The PWA was established by Law No.2/1996 and the PWA Internal Regulations were passed the 

following year by Resolution No 66/1997.  Both were amended in 2002 by the Water Law No 3/2002.   

A National Water Council (NWC) was established under Law No.2/1996, but it has never functioned. 

50 With the establishment of the PWA the WBWD, which had been under the control of the Israeli army 

since 1967, was put under PWA management but Israel retained significant control over it. In 2009 

tensions arose within the WBWD as the new PWA Chairman appointed a new head of the WBWD, a move 

apparently opposed by the Israeli authorities.    

51 Article 40.1, at: 

http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/Peace+Process/Guide+to+the+Peace+Process/THE+ISRAELI-

PALESTINIAN+INTERIM+AGREEMENT+-+Annex+III.htm#app-40 

52 Cairo Agreement of 4 May 1994, Annex ll (Protocol Concerning  Civil Affairs), Article 2, - 31b and c. 

at: http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/Peace+Process/Guide+to+the+Peace+Process/Gaza-

Jericho+Agreement+Annex+II.htm 

53 The quantities are detailed in Schedule 10 for Article 40 – Data concerning Aquifers.  Article 4 (3.a) 

stipulates that “existing quantities of utilization from the resources” are to be maintained. 

54 As mentioned in the chapter WATER RESOURCES IN ISRAEL AND THE OPT, in this report,  the 

average yield of the Mountain Aquifer observed by the HSI, the most authoritative source on this issue, is 

734 MCM/Y.  The lower estimate seems to have been used by Israel to restrict the quota allocated to the 
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Palestinians for the Western Aquifer, where Israeli extraction reflects HSI figures.   

55 Ibid, Article 40 (6):  Schedule 10 for Article 40 – Data concerning Aquifers – stipulates:  “78 mcm 

remaining quantities to be developed from the Eastern Aquifer”. 

56 Assessment of Restrictions on Palestinian Water Sector Development , the World Bank, April 2009, 

p.11: 

http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTWESTBANKGAZA/Resources/WaterRestrictionsReport18Apr2009.p

df 

57 Ibid, p 12.  The biggest decline has been in extraction from the Eastern Aquifer. 

58 Report of the Parliamentary Committee of Inquiry on the Israeli Water Sector, June 2002: 

http://www.knesset.gov.il/committees/eng/docs/englishwater.pdf 

59 The Issue of Water between Israel and the Palestinians,  Israeli Water Authority, March 2009 

http://www.mfa.gov.il/NR/rdonlyres/71BC5337-F7C7-47B7-A8C7-

98F971CCA463/0/IsraelPalestiniansWaterIssues.pdf 

60 Ibid, p. 13 
61 Ibid, p. 27  
62 http://www.ochaopt.org/documents/hc_aida_statement_gaza_watsan_20090803_english.pdf 

63 UNEP (September 2009) gives a figure of 80 lpcd: 

http://postconflict.unep.ch/publications/UNEP_Gaza_EA.pdf. 

The World Bank (March 2009) gives a figure of  152 lpcd, but one third of which is lost, leaving about 

100 lpcd: 

http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTWESTBANKGAZA/Resources/WaterRestrictionsReport18Apr2009.p

df 

64 In a recent studies 90 per cent of water samples were found to contain nitrate concentrations between 

two and eight times higher than the limit recommended by the WHO. See: 

http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2008/08/080814091214.htm 

Also see: http://www.rsc.org/chemistryworld/News/2008/August/21080803.asp 

65 http://www.who.int/hac/crises/international/wbgs/gaza_unrwa_epi_15feb2009.pdf 

66 UNEP, September 2009: http://postconflict.unep.ch/publications/UNEP_Gaza_EA.pdf 

67 Ibid 

68 The World Bank, March 2009, p.27-28 

http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTWESTBANKGAZA/Resources/WaterRestrictionsReport18Apr2009.p

df 

69 There are also concerns that desalinated water lacks the basic minerals since the majority of minerals 

are removed by the reverse osmosis process, Ibid 

70  Article 4, Israel-PLO Declaration of Principles, 1993. 

71 Plans at the beginning of the decade by USAID to build a large desalination plant were suspended 

after three US government contractors were killed by unidentified gunmen in October 2003 
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72 http://postconflict.unep.ch/publications/UNEP_Gaza_EA.pdf 

73 The impact of the blockade on water and sanitation in Gaza: 

http://www.ochaopt.org/cluster/admin/output/files/ocha_opt_wash_cluster_fact_sheet_20090903_english

.pdf 

74 http://www.ochaopt.org/documents/hc_aida_statement_gaza_watsan_20090803_english.pdf 

75 Article 40 (14) 

76 

http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTWESTBANKGAZA/Resources/WaterRestrictionsReport18Apr2009.p

df 

77 So-called “settlement outposts” are settlements which in theory have been established without the 

authorization of the Israeli government but which in practice have the backing of senior government and 

army officials and which receive services such as connections to the water and electricity networks.  See 

notably the report on the issue by former State Attorney Talya Sasson: 

http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/Government/Law/Legal+Issues+and+Rulings/Summary+of+Opinion+Concernin

g+Unauthorized+Outposts+-+Talya+Sason+Adv.htm 

78 http://www.mfa.gov.il/NR/rdonlyres/71BC5337-F7C7-47B7-A8C7-

98F971CCA463/0/IsraelPalestiniansWaterIssues.pdf 

79 A dry and thirsty land  By Yotam Feldman and Uri Blau, Haaretz, 13 August 2009: 

http://haaretz.com/hasen/spages/1107419.html 

80 Ibid 

81 USAID Program Data Sheet 294-002, 2002 at: http://www.usaid.gov/pubs/cbj2003/ane/wbg/294-

002.html 

82 Information from documents of the exchanges 

83 Minutes of the meeting. 

84 Civil Administration presentation dated November 2007 

85 Between 1996 and 2008 Israel deducted some 170 million NIS (some US$ 45 million) from 

Palestinian tax revenues for the construction of sewage treatment facilities in Israel and for the treatment 

of Palestinian sewage there.   

86 Correspondence from the German donors 

87 See: http://www.channel4.com/news/articles/society/health/the+politics+of+shopping/2320772 

and: http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2008/jul/06/israelandthepalestinians.supermarkets 

88 See: Settler vineyards take root in West Bank, BBC, 17 June 2009: 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/middle_east/8101110.stm 

89 The Humanitarian Monitor, January 2008, UN OCHA:    

http://www.ochaopt.org/documents/Humanitarian_Monitor_Jan_08.pdf 

90 “Stop-the-work” orders are sometimes issued prior to the demolition orders.  Any work carried out after 
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receipt of stop-the-work orders is considered a further violation and can lead to immediate demolition or 

fines.  The only way to avoid demolition is to obtain a permit from the Israeli army, but it does not issue 

permits to Palestinians in these areas. 

91 In several visits to the area over the years Amnesty International delegates have witnessed such 

attacks on several occasions and frequent attacks are also documented by the NGOs Christian 

Peacemaker Team (CPT) and Operation Dove, which have maintained a continuous presence in the 

village for more than five years.   See: http://www.cpt.org/work/palestine/tuwani 

92 http://www.amana.co.il/Index.asp?ArticleID=357&CategoryID=100  and 

http://www.amana.co.il/Index.asp?ArticleID=249&CategoryID=100 

93 The water shortage and the villagers’ difficulties in accessing water continue. See for example: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0k2wpCZYZTE about Israeli peace activists being stopped by Israeli 

army and police while attempting to bring two water tankers of water to Tuwani and other villages in the 

South Hebron Hills on 26 September 2009. 

94 The army’s claim is not borne out by the evidence on the ground.  Amnesty International as  and other 

NGOs have visited the area on numerous occasions and have never seen or heard Israeli forces shooting.  

As well, Humsa and Hadidiya are very near two Israeli settlements and Israeli forces shooting ranges are 

usually further removed from Israeli settlements. 

95 See video clip by the Israeli NGO Machsom Watch (Checkpoint Watch) of Hadidiya villagers on their 

way to buy water stuck at an Israeli army roadblock:  http://uk.youtube.com/watch?v=_yGREJVDwNo   

96 http://www.jordanvalley.org.il/?categoryId=38842 

97 See Amnesty International reports: http://www.amnesty.org/en/news-and-updates/news/Evictions-crisis-

deepens-for-Palestinian-villagers-20070820  and http://www.amnesty.org/en/news-and-

updates/news/palestinian-homes-demolished-without-warning-20080311 

98 http://www.theage.com.au/news/world/west-bank-farms-fall-to-israeli-

bulldozers/2008/02/22/1203467386462.html 

99 Photograph of Itamar’s fish farm at: http://www.shechem.org/eindex.html  (see under: photo 

collection). Water from a local spring is pumped all the way to the top of the hill to feed the fish farm.  

Photographs of Eli settlement swimming pool at: http://www.shushan.net/eliSite/  and descriptions of 

Shilo’s at http://www.amana.co.il/Index.asp?ArticleID=245&CategoryID=100  

100 The report, available at:  http://www.mfa.gov.il/NR/rdonlyres/5AD2CBB2-851D-4917-89B2-

CFF60C83C16C/0/SummaryoftheOpinionConcerningUnauthorizedOutposts.doc  states that:  “The 

outposts are mostly established by bypassing procedure and violating the law, displaying false pretense 

towards some of the State authorities, and enjoying the cooperation of other authorities in harsh violation 

of the law.”   

101 http://www.peacenow.org.il/site/en/peace.asp?pi=370&docid=2006 

102 Israeli Ministry of Defense, at: http://www.seamzone.mod.gov.il/Pages/ENG/purpose.htm and 

http://www.seamzone.mod.gov.il/Pages/ENG/news.htm 

103 The 1949 armistice line which separates Israel from the occupied West Bank is commonly known as 

the Green Line. The total length of the fence/wall is 709 km, more than twice the 320-km Green Line  
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104 There are 73 gates and most only open weekly or seasonally. Eleven of them open daily for one hour 

in the morning, noon and late afternoon; and 11 stay open all day: 

http://www.ochaopt.org/documents/ocha_opt_barrier_report_july_2009_english_low_res.pdf  

105 A UN OCHA-UNRWA survey in 2007 found that less than 20 per cent of Palestinians who used to 

work the land prior to the construction of the fence/wall could get permits:  

http://www.ochaopt.org/documents/OCHA_SpecialFocus_BarrierGates_2007_11.pdf 

106 - Daniel Arsenault, Royal Military College of Canada: http://www.ipcri.org/watconf/papers/daniel.pdf 

and AP, 10 December 1990: 

http://community.seattletimes.nwsource.com/archive/?date=19901210&slug=1108789) 

- Also see: Report Cites Way to Guard Water Assets, 10 October 1993, New York Times: 

http://query.nytimes.com/gst/fullpage.html?res=9F0CE6D6163CF933A25753C1A965958260 

and: "Hydrostrategic" Territory in the Jordan Basin: Water, War, and Arab-Israeli Peace Negotiations, -- 

Aaron T. Wolf,  University of Alabama, March 1996:   

http://www.diak.org/water/CES%20Hydrostrategic%20Territory%20in%20the%20Jordan%20Basin%20

Water,%20War,.htm 

107 Address by Prime Minister Netanyahu to AIPAC's 39th Conference, Washington, 17 May 1998, at: 
http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/Foreign%20Relations/Israels%20Foreign%20Relations%20since%201947/1

998-1999/40%20Address%20by%20Prime%20Minister%20Netanyahu%20to%20AIPAC-s 

108 On 8 December 2003, the UN General Assembly passed resolution ES-10114 requesting the ICJ to 

issue an Advisory Opinion on the ”Legal consequence of the construction o f a wall in the Occupied 

Palestinian Territory”, available at: http://www.icj-

cij.org/docket/index.php?p1=3&p2=4&k=5a&case=131&code=mwp&p3=4.   

109 So far, 58.3 % of the fence/wall has been built, a further 10.2 % is under construction and 31.5 % 

is planned but not yet constructed: 

http://www.ochaopt.org/documents/ocha_opt_barrier_report_july_2009_english_low_res.pdf 

110 See: Under the Guise of Security - Routing the Separation Barrier to Enable the Expansion of Israeli 

Settlements in the West Bank (see notably: Case Study: The Zufin Settlement) at: 

http://www.btselem.org/Download/200512_Under_the_Guise_of_Security_Eng.pdf 

111 See UNRWA’s profile of Jayyus at:  http://www.un.org/unrwa/emergency/barrier/profiles/jayous.html 

and 

http://www.ochaopt.org/?module=displaysection&section_id=106&static=0&edition_id=&format=html 

112 See: 

http://www.ochaopt.org/documents/TheHumanitarianImpactOfIsraeliInfrastructureTheWestBank_full.pdf , 

p.112-113 

and: http://www.ochaopt.org/documents/Barrier_Report_July_2008.pdf , p.112 

113 See: http://www.ochaopt.org/documents/ocha_opt_barrier_report_july_2009_english_low_res.pdf , 

p.28 

114 Ibid 

115 The date of application on the application form is listed as 6 June 2004, not 19 December 2004 as 
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mentioned in Annex 12 of the World Bank report Assessment of Restrictions on Palestinian Water Sector 

Develepment of April 2009: 

http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTWESTBANKGAZA/Resources/WaterRestrictionsReport18Apr2009.p

df 

116 JWC application form No 89 (Project No 265.2004), signed by Israel’s Water Commissioner Shimon 

Tal on 11 September 2005. The condition requesting further information is annotated and signed by 

Israel’s Water Commission official Yosef Draisen. Receipt of the information requested by the Israeli 

officials is recorded on 11 September 2005. 

117 Photograph of the Alfei Menashe settlement’s swimming pools at:  http://muni.tik-

tak.co.il/web/index.asp?codeclient=1209&codesubweb=0&f=1 

118 Qalqilya Profile, UNRWA, at:  http://www.un.org/unrwa/emergency/barrier/profiles/qalqilya.html   

Some 25 nearby villages, home to some 45,000 Palestinians who depend on Qalqilya for their health, 

economic, social and municipal services. 

119 

http://ocha.unog.ch/CAPprojectsPDF/Reports/projectsheets/CAPProjectSheet_834_21924_200998.pdf 

120 See: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mb83n4zogds 

121 See: http://www.cpt.org/cptnet/2009/10/02/south-hebron-hills-activists-successfully-accompany-

water-convoy-though-south-hebr 

122 http://www.ochaopt.org/documents/ocha_opt_bethlehem_shrinking_space_may_2009_english.pdf   

Also see: http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/RWFiles2009.nsf/FilesByRWDocUnidFilename/MVDU-7PD9CC-

full_report.pdf/$File/full_report.pdf 

123 Increasing Need, Decreasing Access: Tightening Control On Economic Movement, UN OCHA, 22 

January 2008 at: http://www.ochaopt.org/documents/Commercial%20Crossings%20V5.pdf 

124 When AI visited the town in April 2008, water shortage and movement restrictions were the two main 

concerns expressed by residents.   Also see: Hydrologist Clemens Messerschmid to Haaretz, 13 March 

2008, at: http://www.haaretz.com/hasen/spages/961667.html  ("In Dahariya, for example, all the people 

I asked in November 2007 remembered the 16th of July as the last day when water came out of their 

faucets.") 

125 Photograph of Eli settlement’s sport complex and swimming pool:  http://www.shushan.net/eliSite/ 

126 See: 

http://www.ochaopt.org/documents/ocha_opt_protection_of_civilians_weekly_report_2009_10_06_englis

h.pdf , p.2 

127 Since the outbreak of the intifada in September 2000 some 6,000 Palestinian homes, vast areas of 

cultivated land hundreds of commercial properties (shops, workshops and factories) and public buildings 

have been destroyed by Israeli forces, and tens of thousands of other homes and properties have been 

damaged, many beyond repair. 

128 http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/MFAArchive/2000_2009/2001/2/Joint%20Israel-

Palestinian%20Call%20to%20Protect%20Water%20Sup 

129 The previous day, on 30 January, Israeli forces bulldozed a fruit orchard in the outskirts of Khan 
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Yunis (Gaza Strip) and destroyed an agricultural reservoir, a well and a water pump.   Four days later, on 

4 February, Israeli forces bulldozed a large citrus orchard near Gaza city and destroyed a well, water 

pumps, an agricultural reservoir and an irrigation network. 

130 The World Bank, Donors Support Group Report, March-May 2002 

131 See the UNOSAT strike map, which illustrates damages to the Sheikh ‘Aajlin sewage treatment plant 

area:  

http://unosat.web.cern.ch/unosat/freeproducts/Gaza/Crisis2008/UNOSAT_Gaza_Sewage_Plant_Pre_Post_

Map_v12_Highres.pdf 

The map shows a single impact crater (occurring sometime before 10 January 2009) to the eastern 

section of a holding pond (70m x150m) which caused a massive outflow of sewage, moving an estimated 

total distance of 1.2km. The estimated area affected by the outflow is approximately 5.5 ha. 

132 

http://unispal.un.org/unispal.nsf/db942872b9eae454852560f6005a76fb/6e287317a63ca2fa852575

9100436788?OpenDocument 

133 http://postconflict.unep.ch/publications/UNEP_Gaza_EA.pdf 

134 The offensive began with an attack on the late President Yasser Arafat’s headquarters in Ramallah. 

Israeli forces then entered Bethlehem, Tulkarem and Qalqilya, Jenin and Nablus between 1 and 4 April. 

They imposed strict curfews and declared the areas "closed military areas", barring access to the outside 

world, and cut water and electricity in most areas. See Amnesty International’s report: Shielded from 

scrutiny: IDF violations in Jenin and Nablus, November 2002:  
http://www.amnesty.org/es/library/info/MDE15/143/2002 

135 The Donor Support Group consists of the PA, the European Commission, the UNDP, the World Bank, 

the Office of the United Nations Special Coordinator (UNSCO), and the United States Agency for 

International Development (USAID). 

136 UNEP Desk Study on the Environment in the OPT, p. 29:  

http://postconflict.unep.ch/publications/INF-31-WebOPT.pdf 

137 Shielded from scrutiny: IDF violations in Jenin and Nablus, November 2002:  
http://www.amnesty.org/es/library/info/MDE15/143/2002 

138 Report of the WHO Special Representative and Director of Health, UNRWA, for 2002:  

http://66.102.9.104/search?q=cache:DGNdYz13PXAJ:ftp.who.int/gb/archive/pdf_files/WHA56/ea56id4.p

df+WHO+SPECIAL+REPRESENTATIVE+AND+DIRECTOR+OF+HEALTH,+UNRWA,+FOR+2002&hl=en&c

t=clnk&cd=2&gl=uk      

139 http://www.who.int/mediacentre/news/statements/statement04/en/index.html 

140 UN OCHA Humanitarian Update Occupied Palestinian Territories 22 Jan - 15 Feb 2003:  

http://www.ochaopt.org/documents/ochaupdate16feb03.pdf    

141 Rafah Humanitarian Needs Assessment, by OCHA and UNRWA, 6 June 2004:  

http://domino.un.org/UNISPAL.NSF/db942872b9eae454852560f6005a76fb/a18a8d06071986f3852

56ee7005dbac8/$FILE/UNRWA_OCHA_ReportRafahLACC0604.pdf 

142 The incursion began on 1 November and left some 70 Palestinians dead and some 200 injured, many 
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of them unarmed civilians.  See: http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/info/MDE15/093/2006 

143 UNDP Emergency Rehabilitation of Damaged Municipal Infrastructure in Beit Hanoun (CERF): 

http://www.papp.undp.org/en/fsh/54323.pdf - http://www.undp.ps/en/fsh/pd/54323.pdf    In 2006 the 

ICRC provided back-up power generators and fuel, and set up, extended or repaired water-supply systems 

for over 134,000 people, particularly those affected by military operations in Gaza: 

http://domino.un.org/unispal.nsf/bc8b0c56b7bf621185256cbf005ac05f/86f76c96ed4443198525727

2006c6302!OpenDocument 

144 http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/asset/MDE15/061/2006/en/aee67edf-fa03-11dd-b1b0-

c961f7df9c35/mde150612006en.pdf  

145 http://www.irinnews.org/report.aspx?ReportId=80087 ,  http://uk.youtube.com/watch?v=YDXqwvJE63I 

146 http://www.shovrimshtika.org/testimonies_e.asp?cat=15  

147 http://www.shovrimshtika.org/testimonies_e.asp?cat=22 

148 See: http://www.yesh-din.org/site/images/Yesh%20Din%20activity%20report%20_Sept%2006-

Sept%2007_%20_5_.pdf and http://www.yesh-din.org/report/ASemblanceofLaw-Eng.pdf 

149 See: http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/asset/MDE15/092/2006/en/ed934f85-d3d2-11dd-8743-

d305bea2b2c7/mde150922006en.html  and 

http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/asset/MDE15/099/2004/en/c551ba4b-d56a-11dd-bb24-

1fb85fe8fa05/mde150992004en.html 

150 Testimony of Joel Gulledge, member of the Christian PeaceMakers Team, 12 September 2006: 
http://vcnv.org/a-week-in-at-tuwani-south-hebron-hills 

151 Amnesty International delegates collected samples and delivered them to the Israeli Nature 

Protection Authority, which confirmed the type of chemicals.  

152 http://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-3439192,00.html , 

http://www.kibush.co.il/show_file.asp?num=22357 ,  

photographs at: http://www.dailykos.com/story/2007/9/14/21279/4193 

153 Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, General Comment No. 15, para 44 (b), 

154An Audit of the Operations and Projects in the Water Sector in Palestine; The Strategic Refocusing of 

Water Sector Infrastructure in Palestine; funded by the Norwegian Representative Office in Palestine, 18 

November 2008 

155 The dire state of the Palestinian water sector which Israel handed over to the PWA was recognized by 

the international donor community, which pledged large amounts of aid to upgrade and develop it.  

156 Such practices violate the Palestinian Water Law (Law 2/2002), notably Article 3.1 (All water 

resources available in Palestine are considered public property); Article 4 () 

157 http://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/A62/A62_ID2-en.pdf , 

http://pdf.usaid.gov/pdf_docs/PNACT359.pdf,  

158 West Bank streams Monitoring, Stream pollution evaluation Based on sampling during the year 2007: 

http://147.237.72.136/west_bank_rivers_monitoring.pdf 



Israel/OPT – Troubled Waters 
Palestinians denied fair access to water 

 

Index: MDE 15/027/2009       Amnesty International October 2009
  

                                                                                                                                       

101 

159 Foul Play: http://www.btselem.org/Download/200906_Foul_Play_eng.pdf 

160 State Comptroller, Annual Report 40 (1989), 866, Annual Report 45 (1994), 807, Annual Report 46 

(1995), 530-531, Annual Report 50A (1999), 167-168 (all in Hebrew); “Potential Pollution of 

Groundwater in Western Samaria”, The Biosphere – Monthly Journal of the Ministry of Environmental 

Protection (1994) - http://www.btselem.org/Download/200906_Foul_Play_eng.pdf 

161 http://www.btselem.org/Download/200906_Foul_Play_eng.pdf 

162 Assessment of Restrictions on Palestinian Water Sector Develepment: 

http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTWESTBANKGAZA/Resources/WaterRestrictionsReport18Apr2009.p

df 

163 See for example: Israel’s dumping ground, by Amira Hass, Haaretz, 29 November 2009: 

http://www.haaretz.com/hasen/spages/929673.html 

164http://www.sviva.gov.il/Enviroment/bin/en.jsp?enPage=e_BlankPage&enDisplay=view&enDispWhat=Zon

e&enDispWho=Wastewater_Treatment&enZone=Wastewater_Treatment 

165http://www.sviva.gov.il/bin/en.jsp?enPage=e_BlankPage&enDisplay=view&enDispWhat=Object&enDisp

Who=Articals^l5360&enZone=Wastewater_Treatment 

166 According to the Israeli Environmental Protection Ministry in 2005 Some 37 per cent  of the 

wastewater (167 MCM) in Israel was either untreated or r inadequately treated:  

http://www.sviva.gov.il/bin/en.jsp?enPage=e_BlankPage&enDisplay=view&enDispWhat=Zone&enDispWho

=Wastewater_Treatment&enZone=Wastewater_sub& 

167 See p. 85 at: http://www.btselem.org/Download/200906_Foul_Play_eng.pdf 

168 See for example: The Economic Effects of Restricted Access to Land in the West Bank, The World 

Bank, September 2008 (notably paras 37 and 38): 

http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTWESTBANKGAZA/Resources/EconomicEffectsofRestrictedAccessto

LandintheWestBankOct.20,08.pdf 

and: http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200304/cmselect/cmintdev/230/230we34.htm 

and: http://www.ipcri.org/watconf/papers/geoff.pdf 

169 An Audit of the Operations and Projects in the Water Sector in Palestine; The Strategic Refocusing of 

Water Sector Infrastructure in Palestine; funded by the Norwegian Representative Office in Palestine, 18 

November 2008 

170 

http://unispal.un.org/unispal.nsf/bb6fe1e72803131885256c380071d04c/c8216cc87ec70ae8852574

5f00455489?OpenDocument 

171 Operation “Cast Lead”, from 27 December 2008 to 18 January 2009 

172 Israel’s refusal to recognize the applicability of international human rights law to the OPT only 

concerns the Palestinian population of the OPT, as it has never contended that these treaties do not 

apply to the Israeli settlers who live in the OPT. 

173 Concluding Observations of the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, UN. Doc. 

E/C.12/l/Add.90, paras. 15 and 31. Advisory Opinion on the International Court of Justice on Legal 
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Consequences of the Construction of a Wall in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, available at www.icj-

cij.org, para 112. 

174 UN Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, General Comment No. 15: The Right to 

Water, UN Doc. E/C.12/2002/11, 20 January 2003, para 3. 

175Article 24 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child requires state parties:  “To combat disease and 

malnutrition, including within the framework of primary health care, through, inter alia, the application 

of readily available technology and through the provision of adequate nutritious foods and clean drinking-

water”. Article 14 of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women 

requires States parties to ensure to women the right to “enjoy adequate living conditions, particularly in 

relation to […] water supply”. 

176 Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, General Comment No. 15, para 3. The 

Committee has also stated that “the right should also be seen in conjunction with other rights enshrined 

in the International Bill of Human Rights, foremost amongst them the right to life and human dignity”. 

177 Ibid., para 2. 

178 Ibid, para 12. 

179 The minimum amount recommended by the World Health Organization (WHO) is 100-150 litres of 

water per capita per day to cover domestic and public service needs. The WHO has published guidelines 

for drinking-water quality (Guidelines for drinking-water quality, 2000: 

http://www.who.int/water_sanitation_health/dwq/gdwq3rev/en/index.html) and an assessment of access to 

water based on the distance between dwellings and sources of water (A distance of more than one km is 

considered as no access: http://www.unhchr.ch/html/menu2/6/who_ohchr.pdf ). 

180 Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, General Comment No. 15, para 21. 

181 Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, General Comment No. 15, para 21. 

182 Ibid. 

183 Ibid., para 56. 

184 Ibid,  para 23. 

185 Ibid. 

186 Ibid, para 25. 

187 Ibid, para 37. 

188 Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, Concluding Observations, Israel, 5-23 May 

2003 (E/C.12/1/Add.90), paras 25 and 41:  

http://www.unhchr.ch/tbs/doc.nsf/(Symbol)/E.C.12.1.Add.90.En?Opendocument 

189 Ibid, para 6. 

190 Ibid, para 7, General Comment No. 12: The Right to Adequate Food, (1999), paras. 12 and 13 

191 General Comment No. 14, para 



Israel/OPT – Troubled Waters 
Palestinians denied fair access to water 

 

Index: MDE 15/027/2009       Amnesty International October 2009
  

                                                                                                                                       

103 

192 Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, General Comment No. 12 (E/C.12/1999/5). 

193 Article 8(2)(b)(viii) of the Rome Statute 

194 Israel has not ratified API. But Article 54 reflects customary law. See ICRC, Customary International 

Humanitarian Law, Vol. I: rules; Rule 54 

195 Israel has argued that this Convention only applies to the sovereign territory of a High Contracting 

Party, and as Jordan and Egypt never had legal sovereignty over the West Bank and Gaza Strip, these 

areas could not be considered as occupied territories under international law. 

http://www.israelemb.org/public_affairs/FAQ/currentFAQ.html#8 

196 Declaration of the Conference of High Contracting Parties to the Fourth Geneva Convention, Geneva 5 

December 2001, para 3. 

197 See, for example, UN Security Council Resolution 465 (1980) of 1 March 1980; UN Security 

Council Resolution 681 (1990) of 20 December 1990; UN Security Council Resolution 799 (1992) of 

18 December 1992. 

198 Land and water were among the key issues which were left for the final status negotiations, which 

have not yet begun.  

199 http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/middle_east/1110568.stm 

200 CESCR, E/C.12/1/Add.27, para. 8. 

201 Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, Concluding Observations, Israel, 5-23 May 

2003 (E/C.12/1/Add.90), paras 15 and 31:  

http://www.unhchr.ch/tbs/doc.nsf/(Symbol)/E.C.12.1.Add.90.En?Opendocument 

202 Ibid, para 31 

203 E/C.12/1/Add.69, para. 12. 

204 World Bank Technical Paper No. 415: http://www-

wds.worldbank.org/external/default/WDSContentServer/WDSP/IB/2000/02/24/000094946_9903040641

1154/Rendered/PDF/multi_page.pdf 

205 Adopted by the UN General Assembly on 21 May 1997, G.A. Res.. 51/229 (A/51/49), at: 

http://untreaty.un.org/ilc/texts/instruments/english/conventions/8_3_1997.pdf    

206 Articles 5 and 6.  

207 Article 7.  

208 Article 8.  

209 Article 21. 

210 Article 10.  

211 The UN International Law Commission (UNILC) began working on the development of this Convention 

in 1970 and it submitted its final draft to the UN General Assembly in 1994.  It took a further three 

years for the UN General Assembly to finalize the text of the Convention. 

212 Article 2(a). 
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213 UNILC Resolution on Confined Transboundary Groundwater, 1994.  

214 See: Stephen McCaffrey, The Law of International Watercourses: Non-navigational Uses,  Oxford 

University Press 2001. 

215 Case concerning the  Gabcikovo-Nagymaros Project (Hungary-Slovakia), para 78, 25 September 

1997:  http://www.icj-cij.org/docket/files/92/7375.pdf 

216 “Unrelated” groundwater includes aquifers whose water has no hydrological relation to surface 

watercourses (such as rivers or lakes). In other words the water in “unrelated” aquifers such as the 

Mountain Aquifer derives directly from rain or melting snow; and they do not transfer water to surface 

watercourses. 

217 For details of the ILC’s activities on this issue see: http://untreaty.un.org/ilc/guide/8_5.htm 

218 http://untreaty.un.org/ilc/texts/instruments/english/draft%20articles/8_5_2008.pdf In August 2008 

the UNILC also adopted the commentaries to the draft articles. 

219 UN General Assembly Resolution 63/124 of 11 December 2008: 

http://daccessdds.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N08/478/23/PDF/N0847823.pdf?OpenElement 

220 Article 5, 2. The weight to be given to each factor is to be determined by its importance with regard 

to a specific transboundary aquifer or aquifer system in comparison with that of other relevant factors. In 

determining what is equitable and reasonable utilization, all relevant factors are to be considered 

together and a conclusion reached on the basis of all the factors. However, in weighing different kinds of 

utilization of a transboundary aquifer or aquifer system, special regard shall be given to vital human 

needs.  

221 Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, General Comment No. 15, para 21. 

222 Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, General Comment No. 15, para 21. 

223 Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, General Comment No. 15, para 42. 
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TROUBLED WATERS – PALESTINIANS
DENIED FAIR ACCESS TO WATER
ISRAEL-OCCUPIED PALESTINIAN TERRITORIES

Lack of access to adequate, safe and clean water has been a longstanding
problem for Palestinians in the Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPT),
principally as a result of discriminatory Israeli policies and practices.
Palestinians use about 70 litres of water per capita a day, barely a
quarter of the amount used by Israelis.

Access to water resources for Palestinians in the OPT is controlled by
Israel and is restricted to a level that does not meet their needs and does
not constitute a fair and equitable share of the shared water resources.

Some 180,000-200,000 Palestinians in rural communities in the West
Bank have no access to running water. Some are surviving on less than
20 litres a day, the minimum recommended for emergency situations
response. Even in towns and villages connected to the water network,
the taps often run dry – sometimes for weeks or even months.

In Gaza the aquifer is depleted and contaminated – more than 90 per
cent of the water supply is unfit for human consumption. The Israeli
blockade of Gaza prevents the entry of desperately needed material for
the construction and repair of water facilities and has made an already
dire situation worse.

The water shortage has hindered social and economic development for
Palestinians in the OPT and has resulted in violations of their right to an
adequate standard of living, including the rights to water, food, health,
work and adequate housing.
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WATER IS A HUMAN RIGHT
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