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Son of Death

By Uri Avnery
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August 24, 2014 "ICH" - THE WAR was over.
Families returned to their kibbutzim near Gaza.
Kindergartens opened up again. A ceasefire was in
force and extended again and again. Obviously,
both sides were exhausted.

And then, suddenly, the war came back.

What happened? Well, Hamas launched rockets
against Beersheba in the middle of the ceasefire.

Why? No why. You know how the terrorists are.
Bloodthirsty. They can’t help it. Just like
scorpions.

But 1t is not so simple.

THE CAIRO talks were near success, or so it
seemed. But Binyamin Netanyahu was in trouble.
He hid the Egyptian draft agreement for a long
ceasefire even from his cabinet colleagues. They
learned about it only from the media, which
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disclosed it from Palestinian sources.

Apparently, the draft said that the blockade would
be greatly relaxed, if not officially ended. Talks
about the building of a port and airport were to
start within a month.

What? What did Israel get out of this? After all the
shooting and killing, with 64 Israeli soldiers dead,
after all the grandiose speeches about our
resounding victory, was that all? No wonder
Netanyahu tried to hide the document.

The Israeli delegation was called home without
signing. The exasperated Egyptian mediators got
another 24 hour extension of the ceasefire. It was
to expire at midnight on Tuesday, but everybody
on both sides expected it to be extended again and
again. And then it happened.

At about 16.00 hours, three rockets were fired at
Beersheba and fell into open spaces. No warning
sirens. Curiously enough, Hamas denied having
launched them, and no other Palestinian
organization took responsibility. This was strange.
After every previous launching from Gaza, some
Palestinian organization has always proudly
claimed credit.

As usual, Israeli airplanes promptly started to
retaliate and bombed buildings in the Gaza Strip.
As usual, rockets rained down on Israel. (I heard
the interceptions in Tel Aviv).

BUSINESS AS usual? Not quite.
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First it became known that an hour before the
rockets came 1n, the Israeli population near Gaza
was warned by the army to prepare their shelters
and ““safe spaces”.

Then it appeared that the first Gaza building hit
belonged to the family of a Hamas military
commander. Three people were killed, among
them a baby and his mother.

And then the news spread: It was the family of
Mohammed Deif, the commander of the I1zz al-Din
al-Qassam Brigades, the military wing of Hamas.
(Qassam was a Palestinian hero, the first rebel
against British rule in Palestine in the 1930s. He
was hunted down and killed by the British.)
Among those killed this Tuesday were Deif’s wife
and baby son. But it seems that Deif himself was
not there.

That in itself is no wonder. Deif has survived at
least four attempts to assassinate him. He has lost
an eye and several limbs, but always came out
alive.

All around him, his successive commanders,
political and military peers and subordinates,
dozens of them, have been assassinated
throughout the years. But he has led a charmed
life.

Now he heads the Israeli hit list, the most wanted
and hunted Palestinian activist. He 1s the No. 1
“Son of Death”, a rather biblical appellation used
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in Israel for those marked for assassination.

Like most inhabitants of the Gaza Strip, Deif is a
child of refugees from Israel. His family comes
from the village Kawkaba, now in Israel, not far
from Gaza. I passed through it in the 1948 war,
before it was razed to the ground.

For the Israeli Security Service, he 1s a prize for
which it 1s well worth breaking the ceasefire and
reigniting the war.

FOR MANY security agencies around the world,
including the American and the Russian,
assassination is a sport and an art.

Israel claims to hold the gold medal.

An assassination is a complicated operation. It
requires a lot of time, expertise, patience and luck.
The operators have to recruit informers near the
victim, install electronic devices, obtain precise
information about his every movement, execute
their design within minutes once the opportunity
presents itself.

Because of this, there is no time for confirmation
from above. Perhaps the Security Service (usually
called Shin Bet) got permission from Netanyahu,
its sole political chief, perhaps not.

They obviously were informed that Deif was
visiting his family. That was a golden opportunity.
For months, indeed for years, Deif has been living
underground, in the literal sense — somewhere in
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the maze of tunnels his men had dug beneath the
Strip. He was never sighted.

Since the beginning of this war, all the other
prominent Hamas leaders have also been living
under the ground. From Ismail Haniyeh down, not
one of them has been seen. The unlimited
command of the air by Israeli planes and drones
makes this advisable. Hamas has no anti-air
weapons.

It seems to me highly unlikely that Deif would risk
his life by visiting his family. But Shin Bet
obviously got a lead and believed it. The three
strange rockets fired on Beersheba provided the
pretext for breaking the ceasefire, and so the war
started again.

Real aficionados of the art of assassination are not
very interested in the political or military
consequences of their actions. “Art for art’s sake™.

A propos, the last Gaza war, two years ago, started
the same way. The Israeli army assassinated the
de-facto al-Qassam leader, Ahmed Jaabari. The
ensuing war with its many hundreds of dead was
just collateral damage.

Jaabari was at the time filling in for Deif, who was
convalescing i Cairo.

ALL THIS s, of course, much too complicated for
American and European diplomats. They like
simple stories.

https://groups.google.com/forum/print/msg/semprecontrolag uerra/P2HjckahzNw/Pl6eH AaOHW4J 5/13



8/26/2014 ury awney and gilad atzom - Google Groups
The White House immediately reacted to the
resumption of hostilities by condemning the
Hamas launching of rockets and reaffirming that

“Israel has a right to defend itself”. The Western
media parroted this line.

For Netanyahu, whether he knew in advance of
the assassination attempt or not, it was a way out
of a dilemma. He was in the unfortunate position
of many leaders in history who start a war and do
not know how to get out of it.

In a war, a leader makes grandiloquent speeches,
promises victory and bountiful achievements.
These promises seldom come true. (If they do, like
in Versailles 1919, that may be even worse.)

Netanyahu 1s a gifted marketing man, if nothing
else. He promised a lot, and the people believed
him and gave him a 77% rating. The Egyptian
draft proposal for a permanent ceasefire, though
markedly pro-Israel, fell far short of a victory for
Israel. It only confirmed that the war ended in a
draw. Netanyahu’s own cabinet was rebellious,
public opinion was souring perceptibly. The
resumption of the war got him out of this hole.

But what now?

BOMBING THE Gaza population draws more and
more criticism from world public opinion. It also
has lost its appeal in Israel. The maxim “Let’s
bomb them until they stop hating us” obviously
does not work.
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The alternative is to enter the Gaza Strip and
occupy it completely, so that even Deif and his
men have to come up to the surface to be
assassinated. But that 1s a dangerous proposition.

When I was a soldier in the 1948 war, we were
taught never to get into a situation which leaves
the enemy no way out. In such a case, he will fight
to the end, causing many casualties.

There 1s no way out of the Gaza Strip. If the Israeli
army is sent to conquer the entire Strip, the
fighting will be ferocious, causing hundreds of
Israeli and thousands of Palestinian dead and
injured, and untold destruction. The Prime
Minister will be one of the political victims.

Netanyahu 1s fully aware of that. He doesn’t want
it. But what else can he do? One can almost pity
the man.

He can of course, order the army to occupy only
parts of the Strip, a village here, a town there. But
that will also spread death and destruction, to no
manifest gain. In the end, public discontent will be
the same.

Hamas threatened this week to open “the gates of
hell” for us. This hardly affects the inhabitants of
Tel Aviv, but for the villages and towns near Gaza
this is really hell. Casualties are few, but fear is
devastating. Families with children leave en masse.
When calm returns, they try to go home, but then
the next rockets drive them away again.
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Their plight evokes a very strong emotional
response throughout the country. No politician can
ignore it. Least of all the Prime Minister. He needs
to end the war. He also needs a clear image of
victory. But how to achieve this?

The Egyptian dictator tries to help. So does Barack
Obama, though he is furious with Netanyahu and
hates his guts. So does Mahmoud Abbas, who 1s
afraid of a Hamas victory.

But as of now, the man who has the final decision
1s the Son of Death, Mohammed Deif, if he 1s alive
and kicking. If not, his successor.

If he 1s alive, the assassination of his wife and
baby son may not have made him gentler and
more peaceable.

Uri Avnery is peace activist, journalist, writer,
founding member, Gush Shalom (peace bloc),
independent peace movement (1993) former
publisher and editor-in-chief, Haolam Hazeh
news magazine (1950-1990) former member of
the Knesset (three terms: 1965-1969, 1969-1973,
1979-1981) founding member, Israeli Council for
Israeli-Palestinian Peace (1975). He is famous
for crossing the lines during the Battle of Beirut
to meet Yassir Arafat on 3 July 1982, the first
time the Palestinian leader ever met with an
Israeli.

Gaza, Essentialism and
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Jewish History

By Gilad Atzmon

Gilad Atzmon Interviewed by Alimuddin
Usmani for Egalite Reconciliation

August 24, 2014 "ICH" - Alimuddin Usmani: As I
write to you, the ceasefire has, once again,
collapsed between Israel and Palestinian fighters
in Gaza. In its attempt to kill Hamas armed wing
leader, Mohammed Deif, the IDF failed, and
mnstead killed his wife and infant son.

It 1s increasingly clear that Israel is stuck in this
conflict and doesn't know how to end it. You were
the first to say that Israel was"desperate for a
break in the violence."

How were you able to predict this outcome
when most analysts failed?

Gilad Atzmon: Unlike the Jewish ‘progressive’
commentators who have dominated the Palestinian
solidarity discourse for about two decades, [ am a
reactionary essentialist. I believe that events in
history and politics become meaningful only when
analyzed within an rigorous essentialist context.
Righteous progressive Jews suffocate the
discourse with tons of anecdotal details in order to
conceal the Jewish ideology at the core of the
crimes committed by the Jewish State and the
Lobby. I firmly believe that every Israeli and
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Jewish collective political activity

from AIPAC to Mondoweiss can be understood
within the framework of Jewish culture, ideology
and heritage.

By now I am not a lone voice anymore. Many
scholars and commentators detect the obvious spin
at the heart of the Jewish progressive discourse.
The Jewish State openly proclaims its commitment
to Jewishness, Jewish values and heritage, making
the Jewish progressive attempt to prevent an
understanding of Israeli crime and Jewish lobbying
within the context of Jewish culture, ideology and
heritage almost amusing.

As an essentialist it 1s clear that Israeli barbarism,
the Nakba, the Holodomor, the Zio-driven neocon
movement and even the crimes committed by

the Yiddish speaking International Brigade at the
time of the Spanish Civil war must be examined in
the light of Jewish goy hatred, Jewish supremacy
and the unique sense of Jewish righteousness
inextricably intertwined with Jewish self-love.

Once Israeli politics are viewed within the
framework of Jewishness, every Israeli war crime
and cabinet decision is predictable.

Moreover, if self-destruction and the Shoah are
embedded within Jewish cultural DNA, it 1s
impossible to avoid the devastating conclusion that
what Israel i1s doing in publicly targeting a helpless
civilian population is a repetition of the way in
which Jews have managed to bring total disasters
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upon themselves.

Two months ago, Jewish Theologian Marc Ellis
published a book on Jewish prophecy. Ellis

wrote, “like the ancient prophets Atzmon exposes
Jews. At the same time, Atzmon believes that the
Bible, from which the prophets spring, is
bogus....Atzmon provides no hiding place for Jews
anywhere.” (Future of the Prophetic, Marc H.
Ellis p 332). I was obviously flattered by Ellis
equating me with Moses and Ezekiel and casting
me as the contemporary Jewish prophet. But I felt
the need to correct Ellis- it is my essentialism and
philosophical approach that helps me to grasp and
predict Israeli behaviour and political conduct.
Sadly, I have no supernatural prophetic abilities.

The take home message is clear. If Israel defines
itself as the Jewish State, we should accept its own
definition. Once we do that, the entire machinery
of Jewish collective action reveals itself. Israel and
its Jewish lobby are transparent, predictable and
consistent with the Book of Esther. Less
obviously, but just as consistently, the Jewish Left,
including George Soros and his ilk, are revealed as
a deliberately deceptive but transparent form of
controlled opposition.

Alimuddin Usmani: Recently the US halted the
transfer of Hellfire missiles to Israel. Is the US
rethinking its relationship with Israel and
understanding that the Jewish State is not a
strategic asset anymore?
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Gilad Atzmon: America realized a while ago that
Israel 1s not a strategic asset. Dependence on
Middle East oil is decreasing and the Pentagon
knows by now that the chances that America will
ever use Israel as a runway for its Air Force are
nonexistent.

And yet, the Jewish Lobby is still the most
significant political power in Washington, and to a
certain extent, still dominates US foreign policy. In
the last four decades, Israel and the Jewish lobby
have invested an enormous effort aimed at
dominating American politics. By now, they have
pretty much achieved domination, only to discover
that once again they ‘won the battle but lost the
war.” By the time Washington became an Israeli
colony, America lost its prime position as a peace
broker. And again, an essentialist perspective
sheds light on the role of the Jewish elite in this
endeavor.

America is not the first or second super power to
be brought down by Jewish power. It is just the
latest in a long line. America would love to
emancipate itself, but in order to do so, it must
first seal the hole in its system that allows a foreign
lobby to dominate its policy.

Alimuddin Usmani: During the demonstrations
in Paris against the Israeli war we saw the
emergence of a group called ""Gaza firm." Some
analysts believe that they are a kind of ‘Goyim
defense league.” What is your analysis of this
new phenomenon?
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Gilad Atzmon: I think that a ‘goyim defense
league’ 1s a necessary development. I have come
to believe that resistance to Jewish politics and
power 1s the only thing that can save world peace
as well as the Jews.

The suppression of anti-Jewish feelings by means
of ‘political correctness’ has led, on the one hand,
to Jewish impunity, and, on the other, to explosive
and violent resentment toward Jews. The natural
opposition toward Jewish politics and supremacist
attitudes should never have been suppressed.
Opposition must be openly addressed if only so
that Jews and their state grasp that their liberties
are not limitless.

http://www.gilad.co.uk

Paola Manduca, Prof. Genetics
Genoa, ltaly
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