NGO
MONITOR

USAID 2022 West
Bank and Gaza

Grantees: Vetting
Gaps Remain

March 2023




NGO
MONITOR

USAID 2022 West Bank
and Gaza Grantees:
Vetting Gaps Remain

March 2023

NGO Monitor's mission is to provide information
and analysis, promote accountability,

and support discussion on the reports and
activities of NGOs claiming to advance human
rights and humanitarian agendas.

Institute for NGO Research (R.A #580465508) | Phone: +972-2-566-1020 Fax: +972-77-511-7030
mail@ngo-monitor.org | www.ngo-monitor.org | Organization in Special Consultative Status with the UN
Economic and Social Council since 2013 | © 2023 NGO Monitor. All rights reserved.




NGO USAID 2022 West Bank and Gaza
Grantees: Vetting Gaps Remain
MONITOR g=ap

In 2022, USAID provided funding to more than 20 Palestinian NGOs, via its Civic
Participation and Community Engagement (CPCE) framework, intended to advance
“basic democratic freedoms and common goals shared between the American and
Palestinian people.”

The following report details how several board members and officials from CPCE
partner organizations operating in the West Bank celebrate terrorists and glorify
violence. Additionally, it highlights statements made by these officials and the NGOs
themselves, advocating for BDS and anti-normalization, both in opposition to explicit US
policies, interests and values.

Such problematic partnerships reinforce the need for improved vetting at USAID, to
ensure that taxpayer funds are not provided to organizations that glorify violence,
support terrorism, promote anti-normalization, and/or employ antisemitic rhetoric.

This report follows NGO Monitor’s June 2021 publication, “USAID-funded Palestinian
NGOs: Introducing Children to Convicted Terrorists.” Our findings revealed that, in
several instances, USAID sub-grantees ran programs that introduced children to
convicted terrorists, presented convicted terrorists as role models, and publicly
demonstrated support for terrorists and terrorist organizations.

2022 USAID-CPCE Grantees

In 2022, USAID, granted $78.000 to CDCE-I for a project that “encourages youth
participation and accountability in local governance through 13 Local Youth Councils
and 11 Social Accountability Committees in 23 communities. These committees enable
youth to take ownership of their communities and provide early opportunities to develop
leadership skills and community participation.”

Staff

Multiple CDCE-I staff members regularly express support of terror and violence against
Israel. They also advance BDS and anti-normalization.


https://www.usaid.gov/sites/default/files/2023-01/USAID%20West%20Bank%20and%20Gaza%20-%20CPCE%20Fact%20Sheet%20%28October%202022%29.pdf
https://www.usaid.gov/sites/default/files/2023-01/USAID%20West%20Bank%20and%20Gaza%20-%20CPCE%20Fact%20Sheet%20%28October%202022%29.pdf
http://www.ngo-monitor.org/pdf/USAID_2021Report.pdf
http://www.ngo-monitor.org/pdf/USAID_2021Report.pdf
https://www.usaid.gov/west-bank-and-gaza/fact-sheets/civic-participation-community-engagement
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Imad Al-Zeer - Chair of the Board

Imad Al-Zeer has held the role of Chair of CDCE-I's board® since at least May
2012.

e In December 2019, according to the Al-Hadaf news outlet — affiliated with the
US-designated terrorist organization, the Popular Front for the Liberation of
Palestine (PFLP) — CDCE-I's Chair of the Board Imad Al-Zeer participated in
the PFLP’s Progressive Student Labor Front (PSLF) event, celebrating the 52nd
anniversary of the founding of the terror group.. PFLP insignia and posters
were_present at the event.

Al-Zeer (circled in red) participated in the PFLP’s PSLF celebration of the PFLP’s 52nd anniversary.
Source:
https://hadfnews.ps/post/62927/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D9%85%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%
D8%B7%D9%84%D8%

! Al-Zeer held the role of CDCE-I Chair of the Board as of June 2022.


https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=pfbid02wpeTnauY998UFV9qgoAHa5AatCCjJv6zGt1pr8nvv9fyWpaFJESdACkc5m2vNJFPl&id=288555701200577
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=pfbid02wpeTnauY998UFV9qgoAHa5AatCCjJv6zGt1pr8nvv9fyWpaFJESdACkc5m2vNJFPl&id=288555701200577
https://hadfnews.ps/post/62927/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D9%85%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%A8%D9%8A-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%B9%D8%A9-%D9%81%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%B7%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%87%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D8%AD%D9%8A%D9%8A-%D8%B0%D9%83%D8%B1%D9%89-%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B4%D8%B9%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9
https://hadfnews.ps/post/62927/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D9%85%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%A8%D9%8A-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%B9%D8%A9-%D9%81%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%B7%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%87%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D8%AD%D9%8A%D9%8A-%D8%B0%D9%83%D8%B1%D9%89-%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B4%D8%B9%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9
https://hadfnews.ps/post/62927/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D9%85%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%A8%D9%8A-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%B9%D8%A9-%D9%81%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%B7%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%87%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D8%AD%D9%8A%D9%8A-%D8%B0%D9%83%D8%B1%D9%89-%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B4%D8%B9%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9
https://www.rb2000.ps/news/385153.html
https://www.facebook.com/288555701200577/photos/a.1090925004296972/5356251617764268/
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Mike Salman has held the role of Deputy Chair of CDCE-I's board? at least since May

2014.

Glorification of terrorists

In September 2021, CDCE-| Deputy Board Chair Salman posted on Facebook,
“What a good morning of strength, pride and bravery. There is a state of
embarrassment at the occupation’s security circles over the escape of six of
our free prisoner heroes who were held in Gilboa Prison...May Allah protect the
prisoner fighters, the heroes who escaped, and keep them under his wide
wings and provide them, by his divine means...security and safety. Salman
lauded the six prisoners once more on September 7, 2021, referring to them as
“heroes.”

o The_six prisoners were five Pl members and a former senior
commander in Fatah’s Al-Agsa Martyrs Brigade, Zakaria Zubeidi. The
latter was responsible for numerous acts of terrorism, including a June
2004 Tel Aviv bombing that killed an Israeli woman.

o Another escapee was Eham Kamamiji, convicted for kidnapping and
murdering an Israeli teen — Eliyahu Asheri —in 2006.

On September 27, 2021, Salman _posted on Facebook, “What a good morning
of strength and pride. May Palestine have endurance, Allah’s promise shall
come true...May Allah have mercy on the spirits of Palestinian’s hero martyrs,
including the five martyrs that rose to the supreme companion yesterday. May
there be the outmost shame on those supporting normalization and those
languishing in doing what is necessary.”

o On September 26, 2021, IDF forces killed five Hamas terrorists in raids
in the West Bank aimed at preventing major terror attacks in Israel.

On April 16, 2020, Salman_posted on Facebook, “Today is the anniversary of
the martyrdom of the prince of martyrs, Khalil Al-Wazir, ‘Abu Jihad,” by the
hands of an oppressive Israeli intelligence assassination group...May Allah
have mercy on the spirit of the hero commander and the spirits of all our
righteous martyrs.”

o Al-Wazir was the PLO’s cofounder who orchestrated major terror
attacks, causing the killing and wounding of hundreds of Israelis,

2n March 2021, Salman was reelected as CDCE-| Deputy Chair of the Board.


https://mawwal.ps/ar/mawwal/45259
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=pfbid0T4ZuwajH4VYCCjDJhHEwSGm8UTW4ew2UNYUbdkcowYERktZyGANPaBbqaR8SE4CHl&id=288555701200577
https://www.facebook.com/mike.salman.9/posts/pfbid0WyB9nEgpiCX81ctyGtFpWM2bQuX9ETcDqCWwocb9u7pADrSfKvWMAiQtiodwu5tQl
https://www.facebook.com/mike.salman.9/posts/pfbid02qbbDqF29UcejzP5kaF1qQ9wcD2nYFaRGd6RauZAuBTYXoBPLtK6iZuWFPwFtt4Jul
https://www.facebook.com/mike.salman.9/posts/pfbid02qbbDqF29UcejzP5kaF1qQ9wcD2nYFaRGd6RauZAuBTYXoBPLtK6iZuWFPwFtt4Jul
https://www.timesofisrael.com/terror-charges-and-life-sentences-the-6-palestinians-who-escaped-gilboa-prison/
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/09/18/world/middleeast/israel-prison-escape-palestinians.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/09/18/world/middleeast/israel-prison-escape-palestinians.html
https://www.facebook.com/mike.salman.9/posts/pfbid02gZVSKQQcPf5QfcWCQQhx9kabqf69yidn3Mf13e69HAbkKtHH1XdYuX2BSp4yxDj5l
https://www.timesofisrael.com/hamas-cell-hit-in-west-bank-raids-planned-massive-jerusalem-terror-attack-tv/
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2021-09-27/ty-article/.premium/the-idf-operation-thwarted-hamas-plan-for-attacks-in-israel-in-the-nick-of-time/0000017f-e497-d7b2-a77f-e7972f220000
https://www.timesofisrael.com/idf-chief-says-troops-hurt-in-west-bank-raid-foiled-imminent-attacks/
https://www.facebook.com/mike.salman.9/posts/pfbid0yCahdbu9pw3TuRLYtuma3s1dHFxDsEqiWFdJy7D7eLCuRRiakSejKFtU6EWUgEYhl
https://www.timesofisrael.com/israel-admits-to-top-secret-operation-that-killed-top-fatah-commander-abu-jihad-in-1988/
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=pfbid02PzZ9wFFaDz8cwcP2mmzMFQCmfK646qWqc355NVUnG8YHPc5JT1xCzv9ydL7oun2Nl&id=288555701200577
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including a 1978 attack on an Israeli bus in which 38 Israeli civilians
were murdered.

o On April 2, 2020, Salman_posted on Facebook, “Together, with one
another, to support the release of George Abdallah. One of the idioms
used by the hero fighter George is ‘I shall never compromise, | shall
keep resisting...””

o Abdallah, a PFLP member, was sentenced to life in prison for the 1982
assassinations of US military attaché Lt.- Col. Charles R. Ray and Israeli
diplomat Yaakov Bar Simantov.

Salman shared a poster of senior terrorist Khalil Al-Wazir (Abu Jihad), and called him “the prince of
martyrs” and a “hero commander.” (Source:
h Jwww.f k.com/mike.salman. fbi h w3TuRLYtum 1dHExDsEqiWFEd]y7

D7el CuRRiakSejKFtUBEWUgEYhI)

Anti-normalization

e On September 14, 2020, Salman_posted on Facebook, “Tomorrow is the black
signing day between the United Arab Emirates state and the Kingdom of
Bahrain with the so called State of Israel on two peace agreements...l am
ready to go to the street to protest this foolish behavior, which fills the place
with dust of foul-smelling poisonous treason.”

e On August 15, 2020, Salman_commented on the Israeli-Emirati accord, “This is
a stab in the back of the Palestinian people, of both its leadership and its
people, by an Arab state which we thought was a friend and a supporter of
our interests and our ambitions....Our legitimate rights and our righteous cause
are in grave danger and a new challenge. It is not enough to confront them
with grief, condemnation and a strong and sharp disapproval, it is necessary
to resist this dark period of repulsive normalization with all available means


https://www.facebook.com/mike.salman.9/posts/pfbid02pMHxyqkF4DvribAX2umujFWK8dLBsFvPEhxM5jRVbzpAAVJMb7DKoPRuwVeYghBLl
https://www.jpost.com/diaspora/antisemitism/article-712816
https://www.facebook.com/mike.salman.9/posts/pfbid0yCahdbu9pw3TuRLYtuma3s1dHFxDsEqiWFdJy7D7eLCuRRiakSejKFtU6EWUgEYhl
https://www.facebook.com/mike.salman.9/posts/pfbid0yCahdbu9pw3TuRLYtuma3s1dHFxDsEqiWFdJy7D7eLCuRRiakSejKFtU6EWUgEYhl
https://www.facebook.com/mike.salman.9/posts/pfbid0yCahdbu9pw3TuRLYtuma3s1dHFxDsEqiWFdJy7D7eLCuRRiakSejKFtU6EWUgEYhl
https://www.facebook.com/mike.salman.9/posts/pfbid02xZfgmsuAc1Xiqr11N7rwyfTnRrMPGpwN5cTt7xZg64U7ePWkQxJZHruLAr8wek1el
https://www.facebook.com/mike.salman.9/posts/pfbid0w884xpndzfsMNKNogwJBn7nj3jRJrGx4djFx3FFQwyw7VwR6qxnUqwBscDkcerBnl
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and decisively and collectively bring shame on it, locally, with Arab, with
Muslims and internationally.”

Yasser Shaheen has held a seat at CDCE-I's board?® at least since December 2012.

Glorification of terrorists

e On May 10, 2021, following a Hamas rocket barrage on Jerusalem, CDCE-I
Board Member Yasser Shaheen wrote on Facebook, “The rockets of the
Palestinian resistance have reaffirmed the battle of Jerusalem and its national
compass. The occupation and the whole world got the message — fooling with
Jerusalem shall light a great fire without a beginning or an end.”

e On March 20, 2019, Shaheen_wrote on Facebook, “The form and extent of the
mad reaction about the situation of the hero martyr Omar Abu Layla reveals
the depth of national alienation and systematic restraining that our parties,
movements, governments and leadership have brought us to.” In another post,
dated the same day, Shaheen shared Abu Layla’s picture, called him a hero
and wished his spirit will have mercy.

o On March 17, Omar Abu Layla fatally stabbed IDF Sgt. Gal Keidan, and
shot and murdered Rabbi Achiad Ettinger.

e On December 20, 2015, Shaheen_ wrote on Facebook, “What is achieved by
the controversy over the martyrdom of the fighter Samir Al-Kuntar is shameful
and disgraceful...This man was a fighter and a supporter [of the Palestinians].
May he have mercy...”

o In 1979, Al-Kuntar and his accomplices infiltrated Israel from Lebanon,
killed an Israeli police officer, and in an assault on an apartment
complex, shot and drowned Danny Haran and brutally murdered
Haran’s 4-year-old daughter. Haran’s 2-year-old daughter also died
during the terrorist attack.

BDS activities

e OnJuly 13,2021, Shaheen_posted on Facebook, “there is a need to start a
campaign to prevent Israeli products from entering Palestinian
markets...forming a front that will include all the factions of the Palestinian

3|n March 2021, Shaheen was reelected as a CDCE-| board member.


https://www.facebook.com/288555701200577/photos/a.288559084533572/462592673796878/
https://www.facebook.com/shahin.yasser.7/posts/pfbid0x9D377aR82WcaytWztNBGAGzSaqXGgMfxhSwqwZhPYrscb6rLy4QFhJAHyJntRkql
https://www.facebook.com/shahin.yasser.7/posts/pfbid02vSNYCUeDWqEw49vD8yS2nNM2FD6ePsNfPwoPyfP7DQ3qPpvqsmbDCpPqpyEt14vxl
https://www.facebook.com/shahin.yasser.7/posts/pfbid025vaEEjtx5DAN6Z3AyHp3ksTiWD4aFDsYqwQAfDfGTiP1asiypXbxVFekjrRsGxSsl
https://www.timesofisrael.com/israeli-troops-said-to-raze-home-of-terrorist-who-killed-soldier-rabbi-in-march/
https://www.facebook.com/shahin.yasser.7/posts/pfbid0TnHXJXkz1zrWMfDAj2dsK16egoegGZEP6aZoDZVYCoygKAxHaAKihGEXMnYo5gmpl
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2015-12-20/ty-article/who-was-samir-kuntar-and-why-did-israelis-despise-him/0000017f-f4f4-d887-a7ff-fcf4ae720000
https://www.facebook.com/shahin.yasser.7/posts/pfbid0j4xnHzTBT4s1jDj2xNsM5tbJEmJik11aL7Hie33QDvckYsgb7BVCgg48Ge2PLLxVl
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=pfbid02PzZ9wFFaDz8cwcP2mmzMFQCmfK646qWqc355NVUnG8YHPc5JT1xCzv9ydL7oun2Nl&id=288555701200577
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people for popular resistance...including Fatah, Hamas, independent lists,
movements, youth bodies and all the civil society institutions.”

On May 17, 2021, Shaheen_wrote on Facebook, “Boycotting Israeli products is
a moral and national duty.” Shaheen shared posters reading “boycott your
occupation” and “boycott your enemy.”

On February 1, 2020, Shaheen posted on Facebook, “The smallest thing one
can do to reject the deal of the century and punish the occupation is to boycott
all Israeli products which fill our markets and makes us lose millions of
dollars.. The Palestinian lands have a market with a profit of more than 4
billion dollars a year for the occupation, some of which has created the
settlements.”

On June 24, 2019, Shaheen_wrote on Facebook, “I swear by the great Allah
that | will commit myself to boycotting any Israeli product..The time has come
that we learn what can be done to damage the occupation and its interests.
Boycott Israeli products and get rid of all kinds of juice, milk, emek [cheese]
and all other types. In this way alone we will bring down the deal of the
century and damage its [Israel’s] economy.”

On June 7, 2018, Shaheen_wrote on Facebook, “Great respect and evaluation
to the singer Shakira and all the free artists who joined the campaign to
boycott Israel. #BDS.”

Anti-normalization

On August 20 and August 25, 2020, Shaheen expressed his appreciation
towards the governments of Morocco and_Algeria for “its positions...regarding
the normalization and treason and support of the Palestinian issue.” Shaheen
posted the official statements of these governments, in which they rejected the
Abraham Accords signed between Israel and the UAE.

On August 14, 2020, Shaheen wrote on Facebook, “Normalization between
Israel and the Emirates?!!l... Normalization is treason.”

In March 2021, Jiries Abu Ghannam was elected to CDCE-I's board.

Support for terrorists

On March 6, 2017, CDCE-I Board Member Jiries Abu Ghannam_wrote on
Facebook, “What a brotherly desire, oh friends, call for death as if it was a
friend. #Basel Al-Araj.”


https://www.facebook.com/shahin.yasser.7/posts/pfbid023c8pa2BHQbtERRPf4vqWEHmqz1kyFchYsco5GueioTg15YJk2ct2koAkgGjV3aisl
https://www.facebook.com/shahin.yasser.7/posts/pfbid027U1uKVPGZw7i7MEjrrz6hYJScKAnmNng65BMQs5quMYGhWfFFjQT73moQN5ZPq51l
https://www.facebook.com/shahin.yasser.7/posts/pfbid0tpZWQNasdusT4ULe5UoNnQCv6E3yM5imTDrvr3PzmXr8H4kG47hLVHvvu61DQaNHl
https://www.facebook.com/shahin.yasser.7/posts/pfbid05a3TjruUy9pi5ios2Rh1SPLV1xxte9Ei4PyhUQvy4vnH5wuzV5YJcu8R6qNBkCCnl
https://www.facebook.com/shahin.yasser.7/posts/pfbid0hAfMQEjD9xwcioApaRhGMMhYDDrGttHJC1uC6HYnAi1Sh43sKdHC96MxPiJujQL9l
https://www.facebook.com/shahin.yasser.7/posts/pfbid0tMhPyTUiccRZzQa6F4U1eyHERKHY1DBXUcHFpXngRrmyaoDtYpst3nffbssL69jRl
https://www.facebook.com/shahin.yasser.7/posts/pfbid025QsRrZAeurs9MMLnr5DsRRpKM9DyNoaDRqQCizVtyV3vzhDQWGBZzxggLZfivnv8l
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=pfbid02PzZ9wFFaDz8cwcP2mmzMFQCmfK646qWqc355NVUnG8YHPc5JT1xCzv9ydL7oun2Nl&id=288555701200577
https://www.facebook.com/jiries.ghannam/posts/pfbid0sCK8UhtUHvntxpTr41d9Fe2Jay2CNEpsZByUW2dVsyvrUjerXsbcCCmj2VaGjUrbl
https://www.facebook.com/jiries.ghannam/posts/pfbid0sCK8UhtUHvntxpTr41d9Fe2Jay2CNEpsZByUW2dVsyvrUjerXsbcCCmj2VaGjUrbl
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o On March 6, 2017, Al-Araj was killed by Israeli forces after opening fire
on them. Al-Araj was previously arrested by the PA in April 2016 “for
planning attacks against Israelis and imprisoned for six months.”
According to Israeli officials, he “was allegedly part of a terrorist cell
planning to carry out attacks on Israeli targets,” and “directed the cell
and was responsible for purchasing the weaponry.”

e On April 13, 2020, Abu Ghannam_wrote on Facebook, “In solidarity with the
prisoner fighter Marwan Al-Barghouti in his 19" year in Israeli prison.”

o Barghouti was convicted in 2004 for his leading role in a string of terror
attacks on Israeli civilians, resulting in at least five deaths. He was
sentenced to five life sentences and an additional 40 years in prison.

Rana Abu Farha - Board Member

In March 2021, Rana Abu Farha was elected to CDCE-I's board.

Glorification of terrorists

Rana Abu Farha shared a picture of the terrorist Dalal Al-Mughrabi and hailed her. (Source:
https://www.facebook.com/rona.farha/posts/10158132651232016)

e On March 11, 2022, Abu Farha shared a picture of Dalal Al-Mughrabi and
wrote on Facebook, “Today is the 44™ anniversary of Dalal Al-Mughrabi and
11 Palestinian revolutionaries’ martyrdom. Al-Mughrabi, the beautiful and
brave fighter, was born in Shatila [refugee] camp — Lebanon in 1958...She
joined the revolutionary fighters of the Fatah movement and was a fighter
until she was martyred in March 1978.”



https://www.timesofisrael.com/palestinian-suspect-killed-in-gunfight-with-idf-troops-in-west-bank/
https://www.facebook.com/jiries.ghannam/posts/pfbid02GUhLrhBjak2fN3crTNrp5jzsaaTjbo2PrXkQpfiSumQQ13FiUpTVfdnyb5BkmgjTl
https://www.jpost.com/opinion/marwan-barghouti-must-remain-in-prison-684089
https://www.jpost.com/opinion/marwan-barghouti-must-remain-in-prison-684089
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=pfbid02PzZ9wFFaDz8cwcP2mmzMFQCmfK646qWqc355NVUnG8YHPc5JT1xCzv9ydL7oun2Nl&id=288555701200577
https://www.facebook.com/rona.farha/posts/10158132651232016
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=pfbid0Le46wYkBxAgj3YXnmD6os8Z7jkhW8tZZGfjTRYNna6czFkM8GCxvAGw93bAhNxcTl&id=288555701200577
https://www.facebook.com/rona.farha/posts/10158132651232016
https://www.facebook.com/rona.farha/posts/10158132651232016
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e Abu Farha_ published the same post on the 43™ anniversary of Al-Mughrabi’s
death.

o Al-Mughrabi was the leader of a terror cell that hijacked an Israeli bus
in March 1978, firing at passengers inside and at nearby motorists. 38
Israelis, including 13 children, were murdered in what is known as the
“Coastal Road Massacre.”

e On February 3, 2022, Abu Farha_shared a picture of PELP General Committee
member Yousef Shomali and mourned his death, calling him “the great
comrade fighter.”

afff. Rana Abu Farha
Sept 11,2021 @

JUisll le "adai . § 0 Bpknd S5 il e K Glandl s 55 b B

Abu Farha hailed the terrorists who escaped Gilboa Prison and called them “heroes.”
Source: https://www.facebook.com/rona.farha/posts/10157862909557016

e On September 11, 2021, Abu Farha_shared the photos of four of the six
prisoners who escaped Gilboa Prison and wrote, “It shall be remembered and
retold, oh heroes. It is not only the honor of the [escape] attempt, but the
details of the operation with every piece of dirt and every drop of sweat...there
is not one picture or story that is able to shake one hair off the head of our
heroes after this day. There is not one story that can diminish the value of
digging the tunnel and breaching the cruelest security apparatus in the
world...”

CDCE-| promotion of BDS

e InJanuary 2021, CDCE-I participated in a training session with YWCA on “the
topics of Boycott-Divestment-Sanctions (BDS) Campaign, with its local and
international aspects, and advocacy mechanisms and campaigns'
management.”

e On June 13, 2020, CDCE-l posted on Facebook, “The occupation strives to
destroy the watermelon season by flooding the market with the occupation’s


https://www.facebook.com/rona.farha/posts/10157522688087016
https://www.jpost.com/arab-israeli-conflict/terrorists-held-as-role-models-by-pa-on-international-womens-day-662269
https://www.facebook.com/rona.farha/posts/10158082242087016
https://vision-pd.org/%d9%8a%d9%88%d8%b3%d9%81-%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%b4%d9%88%d9%85%d9%84%d9%8a/
https://vision-pd.org/%d9%8a%d9%88%d8%b3%d9%81-%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%b4%d9%88%d9%85%d9%84%d9%8a/
https://www.facebook.com/rona.farha/posts/10157862909557016
https://www.jai-pal.org/en/youth-exchanges/youth-engagement/102-youth-just-peace
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=pfbid0QkEYSF6BFc41sSAzu3CQQGgm3BxNyZncwAuqnNizhNXnAusDcjBbX3tPZSHcJoR5l&id=288555701200577
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produce, but we shall support the farmers in the [Jordan] Valley by direct
purchasing [from them] and boycotting the occupation...together in supporting
the Palestinian farmer and boycotting the occupation’s watermelon.”

The Palestinian Charity for Youth Economic Empowerment (CYEE)

In 2022, USAID granted CYEE $76.000 to support “60 emerging female leaders who
address what they identify as the significant absence of young, female representation in
their communities.”

Support for terrorism and glorification of terrorists

e OnJuly 8, 2022, CYEE Project Coordinator Haneen Al-Qawasmi* shared a

Facebook post hailing former PFLP spokesman and Central Committee
member Ghassan Kanafani. Al-Qawasmi wrote, “...between [his] birth and
martyrdom there was a revolutionary for 36 years, who did not fire even a
single bullet!”

-
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Left: CYEE Project Coordinator Al-Qawasmi (circled in red on the left) and CYEE Project Assistant Raneem
Fugha (circled in red on the right) participating in USAID’s Positive Youth Engagement project. Right:
Al-Qawasmi (right) and Fugha (left) participating in the project’s activities. (Sources:
https:/www.facebook.com/CYEEPage/posts/pfbid0bSZGLtv34i6VVE2DEMVBct5Ng1]NPU3RjYAbS5ekwVdC
ASEX|xhRWosDSHXGmTpl XI;https:/www.facebook.com/CYEEPage/posts/pfbid02HbnnoPuHL 218AzuiDw
5yiB3L3]igkm7VQjVe4fSy5XYts1h4KGbnhB1spi3bbyd4l;
https://express.adobe.com/page/znS4h70PN72e0/
e On May 25, 2022, Al-Qawasmi shared the will of Ghaith Yamin, who
participated in_violent clashes during which Palestinians hurled_stones and
Molotov cocktails at Jewish worshipers and IDF forces at Joseph’s Tomb.

4 Al-Qawasmi has been CYEE project coordinator since November 2020, and as of January 2023.


https://www.usaid.gov/west-bank-and-gaza/fact-sheets/civic-participation-community-engagement
https://www.facebook.com/CYEEPage/posts/pfbid0HeBTdhMho9zFRE2oS9X2VYSevRWZoU2yUWyDd3vuNGA2NUK4vMoffP48sQ3S7ZnYl
https://www.facebook.com/haneen.qawasmeh.5/posts/pfbid0SaiBBxqdhJAq5cpFurvhT5xoQrkGmN3Bdio7frn2BVsXkn3dJpyDFT8DAfLsw8c6l
https://www.facebook.com/CYEEPage/posts/pfbid0bSZGLtv34i6VvF2DEmVBct5Ng1JNPU3RjYAb5ekwVdCASEXJxhRWosDSHXGmTpLXl
https://www.facebook.com/CYEEPage/posts/pfbid0bSZGLtv34i6VvF2DEmVBct5Ng1JNPU3RjYAb5ekwVdCASEXJxhRWosDSHXGmTpLXl
https://www.facebook.com/CYEEPage/posts/pfbid02HbnnoPuHL218AzuiDw5yiB3L3Jigkm7VQjVe4fSy5XYts1h4KGbnhB1spi3b5yd4l
https://www.facebook.com/CYEEPage/posts/pfbid02HbnnoPuHL218AzuiDw5yiB3L3Jigkm7VQjVe4fSy5XYts1h4KGbnhB1spi3b5yd4l
https://express.adobe.com/page/znS4h70PN72e0/
https://www.facebook.com/haneen.qawasmeh.5/posts/pfbid02EAMpjwi2jonPyhATBhDzLRm12roVaQ2Wg1BxbcnqRV9j8DC5ExLX61fVXCMqvEsWl
https://www.jpost.com/breaking-news/article-707620
https://www.jpost.com/breaking-news/article-707620
https://www.timesofisrael.com/palestinians-say-teen-shot-and-killed-by-idf-during-jewish-west-bank-pilgrimage/
https://www.jewishpress.com/news/eye-on-palestine/palestinian-authority/terrorist-killed-while-attacking-israeli-worshippers-at-yosefs-tomb/2022/05/25/
https://www.jewishpress.com/news/eye-on-palestine/palestinian-authority/terrorist-killed-while-attacking-israeli-worshippers-at-yosefs-tomb/2022/05/25/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/israeli-forces-kill-palestinian-teen-west-bank-clashes-palestinian-health-2022-05-25/
https://www.facebook.com/CYEEPage/posts/pfbid0HeBTdhMho9zFRE2oS9X2VYSevRWZoU2yUWyDd3vuNGA2NUK4vMoffP48sQ3S7ZnYl
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=728855425300576
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e On April 14,2022, CYEE Executive Director Sahar Othman® shared on
Facebook a collage of pictures of Palestinian terrorists killed by Israeli security
forces. This included photos of Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PlJ) members Ahmed
Nasser Al-Saadi, Saif Abu Libdeh, Jamil Al-Amouri, and Abdallah Al-Husary,
all of whom were killed in firefights with IDF forces, attempting to apprehend
Palestinian terrorists in the West Bank. Othman wrote, “May Allah have mercy
upon you and bring fortitude to your families.” On September 26, 2021, then
CYEE board member Ameera Abu Arquoub® wrote on Facebook, “It is so heavy
on our hearts this morning, an entire encyclopedia won't be enough and not
any words. Four flowers gave their scented blood for the soil of this nation.
This day is worthy of nothing but grief and silence. Nothing shall be heard
today except for the cries of the martyrs’ mothers. Go in peace, oh great
fragrance.”

o On September 26, 2021, initial reports revealed that four (ultimately
five) terrorists, affiliated with Hamas and PlJ, were killed in gun battles
with Israeli forces.

e On May 12,2021, during Israel’s military operation against terrorist
organization in Gaza, Bader Al-Hudhud, an instructor’ in several CYEE
workshops in 2017-2020, wrote on Facebook, “Oh Allah, in the last hours of
your distinguished month [a religious term for the month of Ramadan] we call
you to deliver victory to the Jihad fighters...”

e On October 15, 2015, Al-Hudhud wrote on Facebook, “They [youths] followed
the events of the Second Intifada and were influenced by the personalities of
the resistance fighters and their activities...this is the foundation to build the
Palestinian generation who will liberate and revolt against its reality.”

BDS activities

e On May 23, 2021, Al-Qawasmi_shared a video that called on Palestinians to
“boycott your enemy” and “boycott Israeli products,” as well as stating that
“boycott is resistance.” Al-Qawasmi wrote, “boycotting Israeli products and
merchandise is an inseparable part of the resistance, whether it is on social
media sites or by being present on the battle field...”

® According to Othman's LinkedIn account, since January 2014 and as of February 2023, Othman has
held the role of CYEE executive director.

8 According to Argoub’s LinkedIn account, Argoub joined CYEE’s board of directors in August 2019.
According to CYEE, as of June 2022, Argoub was no longer a member of its board.

7 According to CYEE, in 2017-2020, as part of his role as “master trainer” in the Passport to Success
(PTS) program, Bader Al-Hudhud was an instructor in several CYEE workshops. Al-Hudhud has also held
the position of programs director at US-funded Partners for Sustainable Development (PSD) since 2009.



https://www.linkedin.com/in/sahar-othman-034704175/?originalSubdomain=ps
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=1472103359903752&set=pb.100013123067505.-2207520000..&type=3
https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/app/uploads/2022/04/E_057_22-1.pdf
https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/app/uploads/2022/04/E_057_22-1.pdf
https://www.timesofisrael.com/member-of-islamic-jihad-cell-boasted-he-planned-something-very-big-in-israel-tv/
https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/app/uploads/2021/06/E_099_21.pdf
https://saraya.ps/martyr/1473/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B4%D9%87%D9%8A%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%87%D8%AF-%D8%B9%D8%A8%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%84%D9%87-%D8%A3%D8%AD%D9%85%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D8%B5%D8%B1%D9%8A
https://www.facebook.com/amera.princes.54/about_work_and_education
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ameera-abuarqoub-30bba51b0/
https://www.facebook.com/amera.princes.54/posts/pfbid0ZbX28uE7sPmmca6TeyNr8YD1HsoJ2eGf6WaxFjbNVM1F1j4hWs7fjLTd1hXna7rLl
https://www.ynet.co.il/news/article/sycawda7f
https://www.makorrishon.co.il/news/400159/
https://news.walla.co.il/item/3461585
https://www.facebook.com/CYEEPage/posts/pfbid0LnA9L1Vr9VktpsfXGTP6tcm7wPqeDYWUnKrnX1AwGCG4p1Het5FTiKv9gZh8W9BQl
https://www.facebook.com/bader.alhudhud.7/posts/pfbid02k8ufYt5w99uHcpkrpn9sDU6V3x6rAXdmHiLTN1YLEEXYWQ3sBxQPKsUkERGf5bdwl
https://www.facebook.com/bader.alhudhud.7/posts/pfbid0TUQ9mFwYfN6UfXMV5oaPt9TtXzKdndKTrdeGAr9fnrHvtqEZZpuzMyaSUsehQX3Ql
https://www.facebook.com/haneen.qawasmeh.5/posts/pfbid037BsmJZMiHB74XKBiw77Zy4Dr3LiBmxU2GutMhyR1sCrYo8Nw3mYHgfcswUi6QVCl
https://www.facebook.com/CYEEPage/posts/pfbid025zkN2QXzFKmMGbE2ctitUEmaFge9E2BS7Lhr6fh9uByK1zTXdHbzDrj6Pms6261ql
https://www.facebook.com/CYEEPage/posts/pfbid026FpUrNgtN4Cot31WoyYSrs1N5uGwVGaL75nv127j3x3WT9SUPc3WHfLdd45vyP3Zl
https://www.facebook.com/CYEEPage/posts/pfbid0LnA9L1Vr9VktpsfXGTP6tcm7wPqeDYWUnKrnX1AwGCG4p1Het5FTiKv9gZh8W9BQl
https://www.ptuk.edu.ps/projects/edu4all/psd/
https://iyfglobal.org/initiatives/passport-success#:~:text=Passport%20to%20Success%C2%AE%20(PTS,life%20and%20in%20the%20workplace.
https://psdpal.org/staff/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/bader-alhudhud-15b741a3/?originalSubdomain=ps
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ameera-abuarqoub-30bba51b0/
https://www.facebook.com/CYEEPage/posts/pfbid0Xq6J8BLJT7AcoBXSKFW1cE2iALn4oRj4ruuw3cx8zkf9UppUb9eL8rGmdSEKUbKMl
https://www.linkedin.com/in/sahar-othman-034704175/?originalSubdomain=ps
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e On January 26, 2019, CYEE Project Assistant® Raneem Fugha wrote on
Facebook, “I, Raneem Fugha, reject the presence of a delegate for the country
((Israel)) in the Model United Nations (MUN) program, since its participation
means a legitimization of its presence as a normal entity that has the right to
defend its crimes against the Palestinians. Therefore, | conclusively reject the
presence and representation of Israel on our programs. | refuse to give up on
my Palestinian country and admit that Jerusalem is a capital for the country of
((Israel)).”

Extreme rhetoric and anti-normalization

Bader Alhudhud
May 18,2021 -@
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Al-Hudhud shared a poster of the word Palestine over a
map of Israel, the West Bank and Gaza, covered in a
Kufiyah and wrote, “The strike today is not just to show
solidarity, but it is the true referendum on the
demarcation of Palestine’s borders, all of Palestine, from
the river to the sea.” (Source)

Q0 4 5 Comments 7 Shares

e On January 15, 2022, CYEE Board Member as of November 2019, Dana
Hirbawi shared on Facebook a series of infographics accusing the “Israel

settler colony” of “ethnically cleansing” the Negev.

e On July 30, 2021, Al-Hudhud criticized a Saudi judoka who competed against
an Israeli at the Tokyo 2020 Olympics. Al-Hudhud wrote on Facebook,
“Worthless normalizers and they are also weak!!!”

e On May 18, 2021, during Israel’s military operation against Gaza-based
terrorist organization, Al-Hudhud wrote on Facebook, “The strike today is not
just to show solidarity, but it is the true referendum on the demarcation of
Palestine’s borders, all of Palestine, from the river to the sea. It is the
referendum on overturning all the agreements with the occupation so that we
can declare a new history of our state’s establishment. #GazaUnderAttack

8 From March 2022 and as of January 2023, Fugha held the role of project assistant.


https://www.linkedin.com/in/raneem-fuqha-809883240/
https://www.facebook.com/Raneem239/posts/pfbid024EGzSsUsb7wkQ4FkJc5A4DLSP136ptu5kCLXbtHvywehBTyqbiNVmE42k6ZisQSHl
https://www.facebook.com/Raneem239/posts/pfbid024EGzSsUsb7wkQ4FkJc5A4DLSP136ptu5kCLXbtHvywehBTyqbiNVmE42k6ZisQSHl
https://www.facebook.com/bader.alhudhud.7/posts/4747573635270183
https://www.facebook.com/CYEEPage/posts/pfbid0bSejVYRXQNyRNB21koiphNypFZyhowjLi3rYjBLXWCAe7yabTWan7yGJfY524yc4l
https://www.facebook.com/danaa.hirbawii/posts/pfbid02m7LMuahCP9E3Ux1PoGUGV8JXwvxVwKtbmFUYVn16Nv4U6Ei97T5H4MTLCWfcFjNql
https://www.facebook.com/bader.alhudhud.7/posts/pfbid02sgWkSyJs7tWAvx3JQngc4pA6RZ7yP3r5dDprD8XYtZVJKF9urK8QmwHLcCtNZu3al
https://www.facebook.com/bader.alhudhud.7/posts/pfbid02sgWkSyJs7tWAvx3JQngc4pA6RZ7yP3r5dDprD8XYtZVJKF9urK8QmwHLcCtNZu3al
https://www.facebook.com/bader.alhudhud.7/posts/4747573635270183
https://www.linkedin.com/in/raneem-fuqha-809883240/
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=728855425300576
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#GenocideinGaza...” Al-Hudhud shared a poster of the word Palestine over a
map of Israel, the West Bank and Gaza, covered in a Kufiyah.

Holy Land Trust conducts highly politicized tours of Israel and the West Bank, promoting
the Palestinian narrative and targeting church leaders and the international community,
and claiming to provide “cross cultural and experimental learning opportunities in both

Palestine and Israel.”

In 2022, USAID granted $41,000 to Holy Land Trust to take “steps to address the
inequities that lead to GBV [gender-based violence] by training 30 women from
marginalized communities.”

PFLP links and support for terror-linked individual

In February 2022, Holy Land Trust Executive Director Elias D'eis? was part of a
delegation from the Israeli-designated terrorist organization, the Democratic
Front for the Liberation of Palestine (DFLP)_to the Maan news agency. In 2017,
D’eis headed the DFLP’s |ocal elections list in Beit Sahour.

In July 2021, Holy Land Trust promoted the “campaign to free Khalida Jarrar,”
who was convicted and sentenced to two years in prison based on “her own
confession, of the offense of holding office in the Popular Front for the
Liberation of Palestine.”

“Apartheid” rhetoric

In July 2021, D’eis participated in a webinar to discuss how the “Israeli
apartheid wall consumes and divides Palestine.”

In May 2021, Holy Land Trust called on governments to “condemn Israel’s
ongoing ethnic cleansing and apartheid in Palestine.”

In June 2017, Holy Land Trust signed an_open letter that calls to “recognize
Israel as an apartheid state... unequivocally condemn the Balfour declaration
as unjust,” and “demand from the UK that it asks forgiveness from the
Palestinian people and compensates for the losses.” The letter also defends
“our right and duty to resist the occupation creatively and nonviolently,”

9 According to his Facebook account, D’eis has held the role of Holy Land Trust Executive Director since
July 2019, and as of February 2023.



https://web.archive.org/web/20160101194411/http:/www.sizers.org/wv-wca-tour.pdf
https://www.usaid.gov/sites/default/files/2023-01/USAID%20West%20Bank%20and%20Gaza%20-%20CPCE%20Fact%20Sheet%20%28October%202022%29.pdf
https://www.maannews.net/news/2059801.html?fbclid=IwAR0NUOIdQC9y-2s3UsOMQuJ0ZBvHbQ2K5UZW16i3BA5g2dZiXSgigVrqBVI
https://www.maannews.net/news/2059801.html?fbclid=IwAR0NUOIdQC9y-2s3UsOMQuJ0ZBvHbQ2K5UZW16i3BA5g2dZiXSgigVrqBVI
https://www.maannews.net/news/2059801.html?fbclid=IwAR0NUOIdQC9y-2s3UsOMQuJ0ZBvHbQ2K5UZW16i3BA5g2dZiXSgigVrqBVI
https://www.maannews.net/news/2059801.html?fbclid=IwAR0NUOIdQC9y-2s3UsOMQuJ0ZBvHbQ2K5UZW16i3BA5g2dZiXSgigVrqBVI
https://www.facebook.com/elias.deis/posts/pfbid0xF8DoCce5CJgRCGNpLTxJgmTXzfcMpccsso75fyJebCm8HRPrXseE4vS92oUoHGGl
https://www.facebook.com/elias.deis/posts/pfbid0xF8DoCce5CJgRCGNpLTxJgmTXzfcMpccsso75fyJebCm8HRPrXseE4vS92oUoHGGl
https://www.holylandtrust.org/media/videos-gallery/news/suha-jarrar
https://www.timesofisrael.com/israel-sentences-senior-pflp-member-to-two-years-in-prison/
https://kuminow.com/week-29-israeli-apartheid-wall-online-gathering/
https://kuminow.com/week-29-israeli-apartheid-wall-online-gathering/
https://www.facebook.com/holylandtrust/posts/10157797635905248
https://www.facebook.com/holylandtrust/posts/10157797635905248
http://www.kairospalestine.ps/index.php/component/content/article/26-english/resources/statements/231-nccop-open-letter-to-the-wcc
https://www.facebook.com/elias.deis/about_work_and_education
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through “economic measures that pressure Israel to stop the occupation...in
response to Israel’s war on BDS. We ask that you intensity those measures.”

BDS activities

® In October 2020, Holy Land Trust President of the Board Jonathan Kuttab was
a signatory on a letter to Congress calling for the U.S. to “stop funding Israel’s
military, which regularly engages in violations of human rights and
international law without accountability.”

e In November 2019, Holy Land Trust signed a letter to Canadian Prime Minister
Trudeau calling for the Canadian government to “implement an arms embargo,
and press for a comprehensive arms embargo at the level of the UN Security
Council” and “impose a ban on all goods originating from illegal Israeli
settlements in occupied Palestinian territory entering Canada as well as a ban
on Canadian companies operating in illegal settlements or trading in
settlement goods.”


https://www.freedomfuture.org/letter
https://www.justpeaceadvocates.ca/gaza-20-20/
https://www.justpeaceadvocates.ca/gaza-20-20/

